
 

A COMMUNITY OF FAITH AND LEARNING 

Dear Parents, carers, families and parishioners, 
 
Thank you to everyone who came along to our Easter Liturgy & lunch at the end of last 
term. Our students were wonderful in the way they reverently led our Liturgy. The Easter 
egg hunt was a lot of fun before we all enjoyed a delicious lunch together. Thanks to our 

cooks! It was a lovely way to end our term for our school community. Cynthia 
 
Yesterday, our school joined with the Hopetoun and broader Aus-
tralian community to commemorate the service and sacrifice of 
those who have served over the years to build and preserve the 
freedom and blessings we enjoy today. Special thanks to Kryzun, 
Toby and Lawson who joined Miss Maiden representing our 
school at the ANZAC commemorative services yesterday. 
 

Let me introduce myself. My name is Chris Robarts.  I started my teaching career in Swan 

Hill a few years ago now. Following my time there I worked as a teacher and principal in 

Catholic primary schools in Charlton, Mildura and Horsham. In 2005, I moved to the 

Catholic Education office and worked supporting Catholic primary schools across the 

Wimmera Mallee. St Joseph’s was one of my schools. I retired from full time work in July 

last year but have been keeping my hand in here and there. I was delighted to be asked 

to come and spend some time here at St Joseph’s, covering for Cynthia for the next few 

weeks. We will keep her in our prayers.  I’ll be on gate duty each morning and afternoon 

so please come and say hello. 

Until next week.  Chris 
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Calendar   

Friday  28th Apr: SML X-country (Beulah) 
Sunday 30th Apr: Lay Led Assembly 9am 

Wednesday 3rd May: Parent meeting 2pm 

Friday  5th May: Hip-hop dance workshops 

     Fresh Fruit Friday (Donna S) 
Saturday 6th May: Mass 6:30pm 

Wednesday 10th May: Little Desert X-country (Horsham) 
Friday  12th May: Mother’s Day Liturgy & morning tea 

Saturday 13th May: Mass 6:30pm 

Tuesday 16th May: OFFICE CLOSED 

     SAC meeting 7pm 

Wednesday 17th May: OFFICE CLOSED 

Friday  19th May: Fresh Fruit Friday (Cherie) 
Wednesday 24th May: Catholic Education Week celebrations 

Thursday  1st June: Winter Sports (Horsham) 
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We will remember 

them. 

Lest we forget.  

 
Attached this week: 

 
INSIGHTS: The Par-

enting Revolution 

 

 

X-country 

All students will head to Beulah on Friday 28th April for the Southern 
Mallee Lakes Cross Country. We will be leaving school at 9am and return-
ing around 3pm. Students need to wear their sports uniform and take 
their drink bottle, recess snacks and lunch. It might be a good idea 
for students to take a spare pair of shoes. The Cross Country will be 
held at the Beulah Football Oval, beginning at 10am.  
 
Following the Cross Country students will participate in minor games. 
Grades 5/6 students will participate in football and netball trials for the 

Winter Sports to be held in Horsham on Thursday June 
1st. Grade 5/6 boys can take their footy gear. Parents 
are welcome to attend the cross country. Permission 
notes have been released through PAM. 

Parent Meeting 
Our next Parent Meeting will be held on Wednesday, 3rd 
May, beginning at 2pm in the Community Room. The 
main item on the agenda will be catering for Catholic Ed-
ucation Week celebrations. We hope many of you are 
able to make it! Please let the office know if you have an 

item for the agenda. 

Mother’s Day celebrations 
All mothers and those like mothers to us are warmly invited to join us to 
celebrate YOU on Friday 12th May. A liturgy will commence at 10:15am 
in the church followed by morning tea in the Community Room. Please 
don’t bring anything for morning tea, this will be supplied.  
We hope you are all able to come along for this very special event on our 
school calendar so we can celebrate you! 
 
If you are able to assist us with running the Mother’s Day stall, please let 
us know! 
 
The Junior Red Cross & Mission Group will be running a raffle for Moth-
er’s Day. Tickets are $1 each and are available from 
any Grade 4/5/6 student or at the front office. The 
raffle will be drawn at our Mother’s Day morning 
tea.  

Deepest Sympathy  
Our deepest sympathy is extended to the Decker family 
on the passing of Aaron’s grandfather, Ivan. Our 
thoughts and prayers are with you all.  
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Scarves 

A reminder that the school has navy 
scarves for sale for $5 each. 

Beanies 
School beanies have arrived and are 
available for purchase for $13.50. 

Cutlery 
A reminder to pack cut-
lery for your child/ren 
if they need it for re-
cess or lunch. 
Thanks for your coop-
eration with this! 

Day Reminders 

Friday 28th April Southern Mallee Lakes Cross Country– Beulah 

Wednesday 3rd May Parent Meeting 2pm 

Friday 12th May Mother’s Day Liturgy 10.15am followed by morning tea 

ANZAC Day services 
Thanks to our grade 6 students for representing our school at yesterday’s ANZAC Day services.  
Also thank you to Olive Wellington for preparing the flowers. 

 
 

Hip-hop Dance workshops 
Justin from Freestyle Dance Ministry returns to our school again this year on Friday 
5th May. Justin will conduct a Hip-hop dance session with all students F-6. We look 
forward to Justin’s visit.  
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WHAT’S HAPPENING IN OUR CLASSROOMS? 
Foundation 

Welcome back to term 2!  
It’s so nice to see everyone back rested (hopefully) and ready for another great term. 
Our classroom routine will remain very similar to term 1 with just a few small changes along the way. 
Your child will have come home with homework already - but nothing new - a little less actually. 
Please keep looking at the books your child brings home and talking with him/her about it.  The time you 
spend here will greatly enhance your child’s oral language.  It is a time to talk, develop a possible story, of-
fer new words and ideas to the story and just help your child enjoy books. 
Along with this, please help your child to practise the words in their word box.  Every word in the box is a 
word that can be sounded out and blended back together.  We will keep checking in on these words at 
school and send home new words as your child becomes familiar with each set. A new set will only be added 
to the box when EVERY word can be successfully read. 
Remember too, that your child’s diary is another mode of communication.  We check them every morning 
and find it really helpful when we read messages from parents and carers. Dojo and email us too if needed. 
We are looking forward to another fun, successful term with our Foundation team.  
 
Mrs Horman 
    
Grade 1/2/3 

Welcome back to Term 2! It was great to see the students back on Monday and we hope you all had a rest-
ful holiday, ready for another busy term. Our classroom routines have mostly stayed the same with one 
slight change. Ms Roberts will be spending an extra day with us this term, teaching on Friday’s. Sport will 
also be changing back to Friday (just for this term) and Religion will be on Wednesday afternoons. Please 
ensure that your child has their uniform and runners ready to go for Friday’s Sport lesson. Homework is 
back to normal this week and was handed out on Monday. Please encourage your child to complete their 
homework throughout the week (only needs to be 5 minutes a day) and return it by Friday. Students are 
expected to complete their daily reading each day during the school week. We encourage parents and car-
ers to ask their child a couple of questions after they have read their book to improve their child’s oral 
language and understanding of different texts. Please also return all readers and library books that were 
borrowed at the end of last term. Once you have finished looking through your child’s learning diary with 
them, we ask that these please also be returned over the next couple of weeks. We are looking forward to 
another productive and successful term  

Mrs Phelan 

Grade 4/5/6 

Welcome back to Term 2! A focus in Literacy this term is an explicit learning experience of Morphology. 
Morphology is the study of words and their parts. Morphemes, like prefixes, suffixes and base words, are 
defined as the smallest meaningful units of meaning. Morphemes are important for phonics in both reading 
and spelling, as well as in vocabulary and comprehension. 

• Prefixes are morphemes that attach to the front of a root/base 
word. 

 
• Suffixes are morphemes that attach to the end of a root/base 
word, or to other suffixes. 

 
• Roots/Base words are morphemes that form the base of a word, 
and usually carry its meaning. 

• Students will learn how words can be broken down into mor-
phemes (and which each of these mean) and how they can be built up 
again to understand or attempt to make meaning of the unfamiliar 
word. For example, the word unreliability may be unfamiliar to stu-
dents when they first encounter it. If unreliability is broken into its 
morphemes, students can deduce or infer the meaning using their understanding of morphemes they 
have learned. 
This focus will be helpful for both reading and spelling to provide opportunities to analyse words, and 
become familiar with common morphemes, including their meaning and function. I will post our mor-
phemes each week on ClassDojo for you to discuss at home! I can’t wait to get stuck into all of this ex-
citing learning!  Miss Weir 
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Congratulations to the following students who received awards at assembly last week:Congratulations to the following students who received awards at assembly last week:Congratulations to the following students who received awards at assembly last week:Congratulations to the following students who received awards at assembly last week:    
    
 

♦ Foundation Room: Foundation Room: Foundation Room: Foundation Room: Congratulations to you all for having such a fantastic first term at school! 
You have worked hard and we are very proud of you. Have a great Easter and rest during the 
holidays. WELL DONE! 

 
♦ Tamani: Tamani: Tamani: Tamani: for approaching all tasks and challenges with a positive mind set this week. No matter 

how challenging a task was, you were persistent, worked hard and gave it your best effort. Keep 
it up Tamani!  

 
 
♦ Lawson: Lawson: Lawson: Lawson:     What a week Laws! You’ve been knuckling down across all classes this week. Your ris-

ing action was a particular stand out. Your writing oozed with detail and it was clear you had 
followed the guideline and instruction we went through as a whole group in our shared writing 
effort. You have been positive and encouraging of yourself and others and that positivity suits 
you mighty well! Have a great break and gear up for a big Term 2 Lawson!  

 
♦ Playground raffle:Playground raffle:Playground raffle:Playground raffle:    Kryzun:Kryzun:Kryzun:Kryzun:    for helping others 
                                       AidanAidanAidanAidan: for moving his game to allow a game of basketball 
                                                                                                  
                                 

 

What is your favourite movie? 
Sponge Bob 
 

What book would you recom-
mend to your peers? The Fro-
zen Collection 

If you could only eat 1 food 
for the rest of your life, 
what would it be? Jolly 
Rancher lollies 

I am happiest when all my 
cousins come 
over. 

What do you 
think makes a 
good friend? 
You need to 
help them. 

What has been the highlight of 
this year so far? Being with my 
friends during buddy activities. 

 

Alliannah 
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Child Safe Standards –DOBCEL Child Safe Governance Policy 
Policy Statement  
The DOBCEL Board requires that the child safety policy and practices in schools owned and operated 
by DOBCEL embed a culture of child safety through leadership, ensure the proactive management of 
child abuse risks and/or allegations of abuse, provide for child participation and empowerment, and 
engage the whole school community in a proactive approach to the care, wellbeing and protection of 
children and young people.  
The Board is committed to ensuring that child abuse reporting procedures are age appropriate, sim-
ple and accessible for all children and members of school communities. DOBCEL schools take all stu-
dent contributions seriously, and information regarding these topics will be covered through various 
age-appropriate care initiatives and curriculum delivery. The Board is responsible for ensuring DOB-
CEL schools have human resources practices that provide for child safety in the recruitment, selec-
tion, induction, and ongoing suitability of staff. Schools must implement procedures for verifying the 
working-with-children-check (WWCC) status of all staff/visitors, who may have direct unsupervised 
contact with students, to ensure that students remain safe in all school environments both internal 
and external to the school grounds. A system of assurance through which the risks associated with 
child abuse – and any actions taken to reduce or remove these risks (risk controls) – are recorded, is 
to be in place in all DOBCEL schools. This system should also be used by the Board to monitor risk 
controls and to regularly evaluate their overall effectiveness. 
 
The full policy is available at http://www.sjhopetoun.catholic.edu.au/uploads/8/9/4/9/8949668/
dobcel_child_safe_governance_policy_2022.pdf  
 
We are committed to continuous improvement in our approach to child safety and wellbeing and wel-
come feedback from families and members of our school community on ways 
we can further strengthen our child safety policies, procedures and practices.  
If you have any suggestions, comments or questions, please contact Chris 
Robarts.  

In this edition of School’s TV: Raising Girls 

Raising girls in today’s modern world can be a difficult path for parents and carers to 

navigate. These days, girls are transitioning to puberty a lot earlier than they used to and 

the physical, psychological and emotional changes they experience are challenging. As a result, by mid-

adolescence, girls are twice as likely to develop mood disorders more so than boys. 

Some parents and carers may feel uncertain about how best to support their daughter through the ups and 

downs of adolescence and how to keep the lines of communication open. With the rise of social media and 

technology, mental health difficulties in girls are increasing as often they are faced with online images that 

make it difficult to see themselves as acceptable. Ensuring a daughter’s opinions are heard and her views lis-

tened to, will go a long way towards making her feel loved and supported as she tries to establish her own 

identity. 

In this edition of SchoolTV, adult carers will attain a clearer picture of what girls are wanting from their adult 

carers and how best to support them through adolescence. 

We hope you take time to reflect on the information offered in this edition of SchoolTV and we always welcome 

your feedback. If you have any concerns about your child, please contact the school for further information or 

seek medical or professional help. 

Here is the link to the Raising Girls edition of SchoolTV 

https://sjhopetoun.catholic.schooltv.me/newsletter/raising-girls 
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HOUSEKEEPING!! 
 

Student Absence from School 
A reminder that it is a legal requirement for parents to explain absences from school. We do not 
need to know ‘nitty gritty’ details, simply sickness, doctor’s appointment or family reasons will 
suffice. Please remember to log on to PAM to complete the notification or email or phone 
the school prior to 10am on the day of absence. An absence SMS otherwise will be 
generated. If there is a scheduled absence please advise us in advance. Thank you. 
 

Sunscreen 
Sunscreen is provided by the school for our students, however we do encourage the children to 
bring their own sunscreen to school to assist with sun protection.  Students are regularly 
encouraged by teachers to apply sunscreen throughout the day.  
 

Hats 
School hats MUST be worn at all times when students are outdoors, except for extremely windy 
days where hats blow over the fence. School Hats are now $15.00. 
 

Signing out 
Please remember to sign out your child at the office if you need to take them from school during 
the day. This is not only a legal requirement but also an important part of our emergency 
management plan. 
 

P & F dockets 
A reminder that any purchases for P & F from IGA must be put on the P & F account (not school 
account). Dockets then need to be sent to school please. 
 

Pie warmer containers 

A reminder that students can bring lunch to school wrapped in foil or in a foil container to be 

heated in the pie warmer. 

Pie warmer containers are available from the office for $15.00 for 50 containers. 

Vision Statement  
St. Joseph’s School is an inclusive community of faith and learning with Christ at its cen-
tre. St Joseph’s School will educate its students to be of service to society in the Catholic 
tradition of love, faith and hope. 
Mission Statement  
As a Christ centred school we celebrate our Catholic beliefs, values, practices and tradi-
tions. 
As an educational institution we: 
• Will support the development of the whole person. 
• Will provide a comprehensive curriculum, which challenges all students in their  

pursuit of success. 
• Will cater for the varied learning styles of our students. 
• Will be a child safe school by providing a physical and online environment that is 

happy, safe and welcoming. 
• Will respect the dignity of the individual and value the participation and  

contribution of all. 
• Will work in partnership with parents, the parish and the wider community. 
• Will encourage our students to make a difference in the local, national and global 

communities in which they live. 

Grounds Roster: April– M Webster & D Bellinger 

                         May: L Puckle & S Roberts 
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