
 

A COMMUNITY OF FAITH AND LEARNING 

Dear Parents, carers, families and parishioners, 
Wow! What a term we’ve had! We kicked off on the first day of term with our Family Science After-

noon (yes, that was only this term, even though it feels like much longer ago!). We’ve participated 

in the Historical Town Walk, Grandparents & Special Friend’s Day, Junior Excursion, Grades 3-6 

camp, Athletics carnivals, Father’s Day Breakfast, Book Week activities, Wellbeing Week (Beatbox, 

Pilates & Mindfulness), Cluster Day, Breakdancing, Footy clinics, School photos, National Child Pro-

tection Week, Red Cross Celebration lunch as well as Fields Day catering & parking. Phew! No won-

der we’re all feeling ready for a holiday break! Although it’s been a busy term, it’s been wonderful 

to be able to gather with others to participate in all of these events again. It’s not quite over yet, 

Grade 5/6 students are taking us on vacation to the Goldfields on Friday, beginning at 11:30am. 

We can’t wait for this experience and hope you are able to join us also. 

 

A huge thank you to the staff for their efforts in ensuring our special events 

this term ran smoothly. Thanks also to our parents for your support of 

events and fundraising also and for preparing Fresh Fruit Friday each week. 

We are indeed fortunate to have such a willing school community to ensure such wonderful experi-

ences for our students.  

 

A reminder that school finishes at 2:30pm on Friday. Learning Diaries will go home with your 

child/ren on Friday. Please take the time over the holiday break to go through these and see the 

amazing work that has happened this term.  

 

It’s hard to believe that we only have 1 term of school left this year! Please take note of the im-

portant dates for next term on page 4 of the newsletter and mark them on your 

calendar. Finally, I hope you all have time over the next couple of weeks to re-

charge a little, ready for Term 4.   Wishing you all a wonderful week! Cynthia 
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Calendar   

Friday  16th Sept: Last day of term. 
     Casual clothes –gold coin donation 

     Grade 5/6 Goldfields Vacation 11:30am 

     Fresh Fruit Friday (Kat) 
     Toasted sandwiches for lunch 

     School finishes 2:30pm 

     Learning diaries go home 

Sunday 18th Sept: Lay Led Assembly 9am 

Sunday 25th Sept: Mass 11am 

Sunday 2nd Oct: Mass 9am 

Monday 3rd Oct: Term 4 begins 

Friday  7th Oct: Regional Athletics Ballarat 
Monday 10th Oct: STOMP Dance this week 

Tuesday 18th Oct: SAC AGM 

Monday 24th Oct: Mission Week 
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FRIDAY 

Casual clothes –gold 

coin donation to 

Junior Red Cross 

(appropriate footwear 

for sport please) 

Toasted sandwiches 

for lunch (no cost) 

School finishes 

2:30pm 
 

 

 

 

Attached this week: 

 
Fresh Fruit Friday 
Term 4 roster  
 
 

Little Desert Athletics  
Carnival  
Well done to Max, Kryzun, 
Colt & Harry on their efforts 
last Friday at the Little Desert 
Carnival in Stawell. Max came 
2nd in long jump & 3rd in 
high jump, Kryzun finished 
3rd in the 800m, Colt fin-
ished 3rd in the triple jump 
and the relay. Max has now 
qualified to compete in long 
jump at the Regional Carnival 
held in Ballarat on Friday 7th 
October; a great achievement! 
Good luck Max! 

Breadtags for Wheelchairs 
The Junior Red Cross Group have registered our school as a collection 
point with Bread Tags for Wheelchairs. Bread Tags for Wheelchairs has 
been running in South Africa since 2006 - they collect bread tags which a 
local plastics company, Zibo, buys for a small amount per kilo. The tags 
are recycled, being made into seedling trays. The proceeds are used to 
provide wheelchairs for the needy. At present 500kg are collected per 
month in South Africa, funding 2-3 wheelchairs. A great environmental 
and social project!  
Although some individuals and organisations had been collecting prior to 
this, in August 2018 Aussie Bread Tags for Wheelchairs was launched to 
start collecting bread tags in Australia on a national scale. Initially all the 
tags were sent back to South Africa with travellers and had some use of a 
charity container to get them there too. In February 2019 a recycler in 
Robe, SA, was found who was prepared to make a donation in exchange 
for tags on an ongoing basis, so now bread tags are being sent to him in 
regular shipments. The funds are still used to buy wheelchairs for needy 
South Africans. 
Collection of bread tags will help students to raise awareness of plastic 
waste, encourage recycling and care for the environment, which our prin-
ciples of Catholic Social Teaching ask us to do.  
Collection of bread tags also encourages compassion through involve-
ment in a project that benefits others and develops a sense of being able 
to ‘make a difference’ in restoring human dignity to those in need of a 
wheelchair to live their best life each day.  
For more information on the project visit https://
ozbreadtagsforwheelchairs.org.au/  
Please note, we are collecting plastic bread tags only, 
no cardboard tags please.  
We hope everyone in our school community will get be-

hind this project that the Junior Red Cross & Mission 

Group have chosen to support.  



 

A COMMUNITY OF FAITH AND LEARNING 

 

WHAT’S HAPPENING IN OUR CLASSROOMS? 
 
Foundation-Grade 2 
Term three has been awesome and it has been wonderful watching the foundation, grade 1 and grade 2 
students continue to make progress towards their learning journeys. We have had a very eventful term 
and are very grateful that we have been able to attend and hold so many fantastic extracurricular activi-
ties.  
Students will bring home extra books to read over the holidays. We would like parents and guardians to 
encourage their children to continue to regularly read over the holidays. We want students to use their 
holidays to rest because that is important, however finding a little bit of time to read will help students to 
keep up with their reading skills. We would also ask that students continue to practice Jolly Phonic sounds, 
tricky words and MIOOW words. 
We hope everyone has a safe and restful holiday and we are looking forward to seeing everyone eager for 
the last term of the year.  
 
Mrs Phelan and Mrs Jochinke 
 

 
Grades 3-6 
Students had a great day out on Tuesday on a farm west of Ouyen to learn all about Farm Safety. 
They even scored a yummy morning tea. A few of the sessions have been outlined below. 
Personal Safety- Students had to create a protective barrier around an egg and drop it from a height. 
This was to demonstrate the importance of helmets and protective gear as we visualised our heads as the 
eggs… not ideal without protection when in an accident! 
Elders Livestock- The session focused on how to work with livestock safely including not turning your back 
to the animals, ensuring you wear covered shoes and protective gear and to use a pipe to guide the animals. 
They also learned about the breeds on display and enjoyed a pat of the sheep, 
cows and calves. 
First Aid- We explored DRSABCD, learnt to roll bandages in the incidence of a 
snake bite. We also learnt how to tie slings. The main message being to keep our-
selves safe first. 
Animals- The presenter taught us about Bluetongues, Stumpy’s and other liz-
ards, Tawny FrogMouth, a Turtle, Kookaburra and Python. She explained their 
habitats, diet and how we can support them in the wild. 
Machinery- We had a look around a Case QuadTrac Steiger, sowing setup, head-
ers and chaser bin. We went on a hunt for all of the warning and caution labels. 
We learnt that each colour and label have a different meaning. Next time we ap-
proach a ladder to get onto machinery we will implement the 3 touchpoints to be 
safe. 
Motorbike Safety- Stressed the importance of wearing the right protective 
gear in particular, strong boots, long pants and a helmet. We also discussed how we need to take care when 
riding in an unfamiliar environment, in long grass and to also keep a sharp eye out for wildlife as we can 
never predict when they may be around. 
It was a super day! 
 
Miss Weir & Mr Klippel 
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Nude Food Day  

EVERY  

Thursday 

Child Safe Standards: Engaging Families and Caregivers in Child 
Safety Policy  
At St Joseph's Hopetoun the following beliefs underpin the commit-
ment to family and caregiver engagement:  
• Families and caregivers should have the opportunity to input into 

decisions relating to child safety and wellbeing which affect their 
child   

• Open and accessible communication with families and caregivers and other members of the 
school community about the school’s approach to child safety and wellbeing is a fundamental 
responsibility of the school   

• All members of the school community should have access to current and relevant information 
relating to child safety and wellbeing   

• Families and caregivers and other members of the school community must have the opportunity 
to provide input into the development and review of the school's policies and practices relating 
to child safety and wellbeing  

• All members of the school community have the right to be informed of the governance princi-
ples and operational structures that underpin child safety and wellbeing at the school. 

 
A full copy of our Engaging Families and Caregivers in Child Safety Policy can be found on our website 
http://www.sjhopetoun.catholic.edu.au/uploads/8/9/4/9/8949668/
sjh_engaging_families_and_caregivers_in_child_safety_policy_2022.pdf  
   
We are committed to continuous improvement in our approach to child safety and wellbeing and wel-
come feedback from families and members of our school community on ways we can further 
strengthen our child safety policies, procedures and practices.  
 
If you have any suggestions, comments or questions, please contact Cynthia.  

Scarves 
A reminder that the school has navy 

scarves for sale for $5 each. 
Beanies 

School beanies have arrived and are 
available for purchase for $13.50. 

Important dates for term 4 
 

• Monday 3rd October Term 4 begins 
• Monday 10th October: STOMP Dance this week 
• Tuesday 18th October: SAC AGM 
• Monday 24th October: Mission Week 
• Friday 28th October: Day for Daniel 
• Monday 31st October: Pupil Free Day 
• Tuesday 1st November: Melbourne Cup holiday 
• Wednesday 9th –Friday 11th November: Grade 5/6 

Ballarat camp 
• Friday 11th November: Remembrance Day service 
• Tuesday 15th November: SAC meeting 
• Sunday 4th December: Graduation Mass 
• Friday 9th December: Thank you morning tea 
             Red Cross lunch 
• Tuesday 13th December: state-wide orientation day 
• Wednesday 14th December: Christmas concert 
• Thursday 15th December: students finish 
• Friday 16th December: 1st Aid/CPR update 
• Monday 19th December: staff professional develop-

ment day 
• Tuesday 20th December: staff finish 

Fresh Fruit Friday 
Thanks to those parents 
who have indicated they can 
help with Fresh Fruit Friday 
next term. The roster is  
attached today. Thanks! 
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Day Reminders 

Friday 16th September Last day of term 2.30pm finish 
Casual clothes –gold coin donation 
Toasted sandwiches for lunch –no cost 

Monday 3rd October Term 4 commences 

Tuesday 18th October School Advisory Council AGM 

In this week’s edition of School TV – Building Belonging Post Pandemic 

Having a sense of belonging involves more than simply knowing other people. It 

is also focused on gaining acceptance, attention and support from others, as 

well as having the opportunity to provide the same to other people. 

 

When the pandemic interrupted our lives and changed the way we live, this meant that suddenly many of our 

young people’s main sources of connection with peers and extended family members was removed overnight 

without warning. As human beings, we have a basic emotional and biological need for connection. It provides 

us with feelings of identity, security, support, acceptance and community. 

 

Students who have a sense of belonging will experience these feelings which in turn supports their academic, 

psychological and social development. When young people come together again after a period of instability, 

there is a period of adjustment. Whilst the rules of the group may be established, acceptance remains para-

mount and can therefore mean some behaviours become far from rational, making it difficult for their brain to 

focus on things, such as learning. All these factors combined, leave young people open to being vulnerable. It 

can sometimes tempt them into making choices or becoming involved in situations they might not ordinarily 

consider. 

 

As a result of the pandemic, there are still many young people struggling to connect and regain their sense of 

belonging. This Special Report provides guidance to families who find themselves in this situation. We hope 

you take a moment to reflect on the information offered, and as always, we welcome your feedback. If this 

raises any concerns for you, a loved one or the wellbeing of your child, please seek medical or professional 

help. 

 

Here is the link to your special report  

https://sjhopetoun.catholic.schooltv.me/wellbeing_news/special-report-building-belonging-post-pandemic  
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Would you rather have the pow-
er to talk to animals or control 
the weather? Talk to animals 

What is your favourite thing to do 
& why?Jumping on the trampoline 
because you  can do backflips & 
front flips. 

If you were invisible for a day, 
what would you do? Go hunting 

What is your favourite snack; 
when & why do you eat it? I 
like firebomb lollies, you get 
them from Lolliland, they are 
tasty fireballs! 

Aidan 

What are you thankful for? 
For people helping each 
other & being nice  

What would be the best su-
perpower to have & why? 
Speed like Flash to go fast 
& win. 

Congratulations to the following students who received awards at assembly last week:Congratulations to the following students who received awards at assembly last week:Congratulations to the following students who received awards at assembly last week:Congratulations to the following students who received awards at assembly last week:    
    
♦     Daisy: Daisy: Daisy: Daisy: for writing several sentences about octopuses independently and with confidence. 
♦ Sophie: Sophie: Sophie: Sophie: for writing sentences using her Jolly Phonics knowledge to spell the words. Great job! 
 
♦ Louie: Louie: Louie: Louie: f or your effort in developing your poster for our Integrated Studies task about Australian 

symbols and significant events. Great work Louie! 
♦ Isabelle:Isabelle:Isabelle:Isabelle: for  being organised and supporting others in the classroom by leading by example and 

reminding others as to what our classroom expectations are. Great work Isabelle! 
 
♦ Luca: Luca: Luca: Luca: for  being so engaged in our class novel study The Goldfish Boy. I love your contagious en-

thusiasm every time we read. You are as quick as lightning when it comes to making connections 
about the suspects and the details presented. Your responses to the follow up questions are detailed 
and thorough. You have had a superb week. Continue to be an outstanding leader of our class and 
school. Keep up the amazing reading and role modeling!     

♦ Toby: Toby: Toby: Toby: for working tirelessly on your verse about our school for our class song about Hopetoun. 
When it became challenging to match your ideas with the required syllables you knuckled down 
with determination to make it happen. You recruited the support of others to work alongside you 
to problem solve and as a result have produced a fabulous verse to contribute. Great writing Toby!     

♦  Playground raffle:Playground raffle:Playground raffle:Playground raffle:    AidanAidanAidanAidan: : : : for playing cooperatively with the cars    
                                                                    Jagger: Jagger: Jagger: Jagger: for playing cooperatively with the cars    
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Junior Red Cross celebration 
What a fabulous celebration we had last Thursday, acknowledging 40 years of Junior Red Cross at 
our school. It was interesting to note that we are the only Junior Red Cross group still operating in 
Australia. There were a number of dignitaries from Red Cross there for the celebration, which also 
acknowledged the wonderful work of Olive Wellington in Red Cross. Olive was the driving force be-
hind the formation of our Junior Red Cross group. It’s wonderful to still have her strong backing 40 
years later!  
The Hopetoun Branch of Red Cross presented the school with a plaque to commemorate the occa-
sion. Miss Maiden spoke about the history of Junior Red Cross at our school while Mrs Jochinke 
shared her memories of the work the group did visiting the hospital when she was a Junior Red 
Cross member as a student.  
Thanks to those parents who contributed to the catering by either 
donating food and/or working on the day.  
Members of the Junior Red Cross & Mission Group (as they are now 
called) are working on their major fundraiser for the year, which will 
be held next term. Stay tuned! 
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School Advisory Council AGM 
Our AGM will be held on Tuesday 18th October. Rachael Watson will finish her 
second term on SAC. Luke Puckle will complete his first term and is able to re-
nominate. We are looking for at least 1 parent to nominate for SAC to take 
Rachael’s position. We ask for you to please give this careful consideration.  
 
SAC meetings are the third Tuesday of every month, except when that falls during 
school holidays.  
 
If you have any questions about the SAC, please don’t hesitate to contact one of the current SAC 
members to discuss and learn more about the role of the SAC.  
School Advisory Council members: Cynthia Maiden, Rachael Watson (Chairperson), Luke Puckle, Nick 
Seipolt, Alex Webster, Kim Decker, Donna Horman & Julie Grace. 
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HOUSEKEEPING!! 
 

Student Absence from School 
A reminder that it is a legal requirement for parents to explain absences from school. We do not 
need to know ‘nitty gritty’ details, simply sickness, doctor’s appointment or family reasons will 
suffice. Please remember to log on to PAM to complete the notification or email or phone 
the school prior to 10am on the day of absence. An absence SMS otherwise will be 
generated. If there is a scheduled absence please advise us in advance. Thank you. 
 

Sunscreen 
Sunscreen is provided by the school for our students, however we do encourage the children to 
bring their own sunscreen to school to assist with sun protection.  Students are regularly 
encouraged by teachers to apply sunscreen throughout the day.  
 

Hats 
School hats MUST be worn at all times when students are outdoors, except for extremely windy 
days where hats blow over the fence. School Hats are now $15.00. 
 

Signing out 
Please remember to sign out your child at the office if you need to take them from school during 
the day. This is not only a legal requirement but also an important part of our emergency 
management plan. 
 

P & F dockets 
A reminder that any purchases for P & F from IGA must be put on the P & F account (not school 
account). Dockets then need to be sent to school please. 
 

Pie warmer containers 

A reminder that students can bring lunch to school wrapped in foil or in a foil container to be 

heated in the pie warmer. 

Pie warmer containers are available from the office for $15.00 for 50 containers. 

Vision Statement  
St. Joseph’s School is an inclusive community of faith and learning with Christ at its cen-
tre. St Joseph’s School will educate its students to be of service to society in the Catholic 
tradition of love, faith and hope. 
Mission Statement  
As a Christ centred school we celebrate our Catholic beliefs, values, practices and tradi-
tions. 
As an educational institution we: 
• Will support the development of the whole person. 
• Will provide a comprehensive curriculum, which challenges all students in their  

pursuit of success. 
• Will cater for the varied learning styles of our students. 
• Will be a child safe school by providing a physical and online environment that is 

happy, safe and welcoming. 
• Will respect the dignity of the individual and value the participation and  

contribution of all. 
• Will work in partnership with parents, the parish and the wider community. 
• Will encourage our students to make a difference in the local, national and global 

communities in which they live. 

Grounds Roster: September– P Hallam & R Brain 

     October– A Decker & N Crisp 


