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Dear Parents, carers, families and parishioners, 
Last Sunday was the 5th Sunday of Lent, Year A, in the church’s Liturgical calendar. The Gospel 
from John (11:1-45) tells of Jesus raising Mary & Martha’s brother, Lazarus, back to life. Jesus and 
Lazarus were good friends. By the time Jesus reaches Judea, Lazarus has already passed away and 
has been placed in a tomb. The Gospel tells us “he (Jesus) cried in a loud voice, ‘Lazarus, here! 
Come out!’ The dead man came out, his feet and hands bound with bands of stuff and a cloth 

round his face. Jesus said to them, ‘Unbind him, let him go free.’” 

These words speak to us today as we come to the end of the Lenten season and approach the cele-
bration of Easter. What are the things that ‘bind’ us? From what do we need to be released so that 
we may ‘go free’? Are they bindings placed by ourselves or others? What will it take to be unbound?  
 
Each week throughout Lent we have heard stories of people supported by by Caritas Australia to 
make us more aware of the inspirational work we can support through Project Compassion. These 
are all people who, not unlike Lazarus, are longing to be unbound and set free. The Gospel calls us 
to believe in the Life to which Jesus invites us; that Life is built on justice and compassion.  
 
You might like to pray the following at home this week: 
We give thanks for all the people who fill our lives with love. We pray for all those who do not feel 

loved, especially those yet to appreciate the depth of God’s love. May our support for Project Com-

passion be a sign to others of the love of God for all people. 

Holy Week begins this Sunday, Palm Sunday. Mass will be celebrated in our church 
at 9am.  
 
 

We are looking forward to our end of term celebrations next Thursday and hope many of you are 
able to join us. As school finishes on Holy Thursday, our Easter Liturgy will focus specifically on 
Holy Thursday. A reminder that our Liturgy will begin at 11:30am in the church. We hope to see 
you there! 

Wishing you all a wonderful week! Cynthia 
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Calendar   

Friday  31st Mar: Fresh Fruit Friday (Dannielle) 
     Stations of the Cross 12:45pm 

Sunday 2nd Apr: Palm Sunday Mass 9am 

Thursday 6th Apr: Last day of Term 

     Easter Liturgy 11:30am 

     Alternate lunch 1pm 

     School finishes 2:30pm 

Saturday 8th Apr: Easter Vigil Mass 7:30pm 

Sunday 9th Apr: Easter Sunday 

Monday 24th Apr: Term 2 commences 

     NO BUSES 

Tuesday 25th Apr: ANZAC Day public holiday 

Friday  28th Apr: SML X-country (Beulah) 
Wednesday 10th May: Little Desert X-country (Horsham) 
Friday  12th May: Mother’s Day Liturgy & morning tea 
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“Unbind him and let 

him go free.” 

 
Attached this week: 

 
INSIGHTS: Will I ruin 

my kids’ lives by 

working too much? 

 

Fresh Fruit Friday 

roster Term 2 

 

Harmony Week 

We had a wonderful week last week celebrating Harmony Week. The stu-

dents worked so well during their buddy time, reflecting on the message 

of Harmony Week and what it means to them.  

By all accounts, Thursday afternoon’s virtual reality experience was 

“Awesome!” “Amazing!” and “Didn’t go for long enough!” The pictures 

don’t really tell the story but the excitement levels and student faces dur-

ing and after the experience showed how enjoyable and informative the 

sessions were.  

Then on Friday morning we held a special Liturgy, acknowledging all cul-

tures and focusing on the theme of Harmony Week –Everyone Belongs. 

Thank you to those family members who came along and thanks also to 

the students for their respectful participation.  

 

Last day of term & Alternate lunch 
Thank you to Cherie, Mel, Donna, Emma and Devon who have indicated 
they can assist with the alternate lunch and to Cherie for coordinating it, 
we look forward to a delicious lunch! 
 
A reminder that there will be an Easter Liturgy in the church at 11:30am 
on this day followed by some Easter buddy activities 
before enjoying lunch together.  
 
Family members are warmly invited to attend both 
the liturgy and lunch.  
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Project compassion 
Project Compassion brings together Australian schools, parishes and supporters to raise funds for people in vulnera-
ble communities across the world. This year, we introduced you to the story of four inspiring people whose lives 
have been transformed with your generous support: Laxmi, Tereesa, Priscilla and 
Thu.  
 

Today, they are creating a better world for their families, their communities and for all 
future generations. 
 

Project Compassion is a demonstration of the faith, empathy and generosity of our 
supporters. It is the lifeblood of Caritas Australia – without it, we could not do the vital 
work we do. Thank you for helping transform lives today and for all future generations. 

Please return Project Compassion boxes to school by the end of term.  

Thank you for your contribution to this valuable program.  

The Resilience Project 
Our school has this year signed up to be part of The Resilience Project (TRP). TRP delivers emotional-
ly engaging programs to schools, providing practical, evidence-based mental health strategies to 
build resilience and happiness. Through presentations, school curriculum, events, the TRP App, and 
Wellbeing Journals, TRP shares the benefits of Gratitude, Empathy and Mindfulness, and easy ways 
to practise these in everyday life. The project also incorporates Emotional Literacy, Connection and 
Physical Health education and activities as they are foundational contributors to positive mental 
health 
TRP’s Mission: To teach positive mental health strategies to help people become happier. 
Why? 

• 1 in 4 adolescents have a mental illness 

• 1 in 7 primary schools kids have a mental illness 

• 1 in 5 adults will experience mental ill-health throughout the year 

• 65% of adolescents do not seek help for mental illness 
 
These statistics are quite confronting! We hope by participating in this project we will enable our stu-
dents, and wider school community, to develop and practise life-long positive mental health strate-
gies. 
 
Teachers will be completing professional learning early next term 
before introducing TRP in the classroom.  

Fresh Fruit Friday 
 

Thank you to those who have indicated they can help with Fresh Fruit Friday next 
term. Please find attached today the roster for next term. 
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WHAT’S HAPPENING IN OUR CLASSROOMS? 
Foundation 

We have enjoyed welcoming Li, via the computer and TV, into our classroom for the past couple of weeks 
to begin teaching us Chinese.  She has warmed to the Foundation group very quickly and we all have fun 
interacting. If you get a chance, ask your child about the words they have learnt so far (see below). 

We have continued to learn a new sound each day, and will continue the same way for the rest of this 
week.  Next week will be all about revision.  Lots of practise recognising, saying (correctly) ), writing the 
sounds already learnt and blending them into words.  There will also be more opportunities next week for 
our group to practise being independent learners and workers as they complete activities in rotational 
groups – some with an adult, some without.       

This week has seen lots of success for our whole Foundation team already – they are little champi-
ons.  Thank you to family members for the follow-up practise and help you are also providing your child. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Mrs Horman   
     
Grade 1/2/3 
This term in Maths, students have been learning about numbers and the place value of numbers. Place val-
ue is arguably one of the most important areas of the primary maths curriculum. Place value is the value 
of each digit in a number. For example, the 5 in 350 represents 5 tens, or 50; however, the 5 in 5,006 
represents 5 thousands, or 5,000.  It is important that children understand that whilst a digit can be the 
same, its value depends on where it is in the number. When students are participating in mathematics les-
sons at school they have the opportunity to play games, use concrete materials, work with their peers to 
learn, work in small group teacher guided sessions and whole group learning experiences in addition to in-
dependent work to consolidate their learnings.  
 

Year 3s have been busy recognising, reading and writing four-digit numbers, as well as modelling the num-
bers using MABs. They have also been partitioning the numbers using a numeral expander and ordering 
the four-digit numbers on a number line. Year 2 students have been doing very similar activities to the 
Year 3s, however their focus has been on three-digit numbers. They have also been rearranging numbers 
smallest to largest and breaking their numbers into hundreds, tens and ones. Year 1 students have been 
learning to read, write, order and locate numbers on a number line up to 100. They are working towards 
telling 10 more or 10 less of a number as well.   

Mrs Phelan 

Grade 4/5/6 

Maths  
Time, we use it everyday! So we want to make sure we can use it accurately. Our different groups have 
been looking at accurately reading time on analogue and digital clocks using quarter past and to times, 
while other groups have been applying their knowledge of telling time to am and pm times and looking at 
the 24 hour system. I encourage you to continue to discuss time with your child at home. We will move 
onto reading calendars and a variety of timetables.  
 

Art  
After our amazing trip to Mary Poppins, we created some art inspired by the gigantic umbrella. We looked 
at the various colours in the skyline and silhouettes created by the chimneys and chimney sweepers. 
Check out some of the students work on the following page. 
 

We have just started looking at one point perspective drawings guided by using a horizon line and vanish-
ing point. Have a look at some of the fence lines created on the following page. Grab the camera or phone 
and go and take some photos of fences from different perspectives, I’d love to see what you can find. 
Also, if you’ve captured something amazing, send it into the Hopetoun Courier for the March photo com-
petition.   
 
Ms Roberts 

Hello Goodbye 

My name is…. 
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Day Reminders 

Thursday 6th April Easter Liturgy 11.30am Alternate lunch 1.00pm 
School finishes 2.30pm 

Monday 24th April Term 2 commences NO BUSES 

Friday 28th April Southern Mallee Lakes Cross Country– Beulah 

Friday 12th May Mother’s Day Liturgy & morning tea 

 A snippet of our art work? 
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Congratulations to the following students who received awards at assembly last week:Congratulations to the following students who received awards at assembly last week:Congratulations to the following students who received awards at assembly last week:Congratulations to the following students who received awards at assembly last week:    
 

♦ Ted:Ted:Ted:Ted:  for working hard in mathematics lessons and carefully counting objects. 
♦ MaddenMaddenMaddenMadden: for working hard to practice forming letters correctly and making great improvements this 

week.  
♦ ArloArloArloArlo: for a terrific understanding about 2-D shapes. You can clearly explain the properties of a triangle 

and recognise that triangles can look different. You worked well with the geoboards to make different 
triangles. You’ve been a 2-D shape super star Arlo!  

♦ Ariat: Ariat: Ariat: Ariat: for a terrific contribution to our work on 2-D shapes. You can sort and compare shapes, using 
geometrical language to describe their features. You worked brilliantly in your small group when mak-
ing shapes from matchsticks and supported your peers well. Keep up the great work Ariat!     

♦ AlliannahAlliannahAlliannahAlliannah: for always approaching tasks with a positive and enthusiastic attitude. You always try your 
best and set a great example to your peers. Keep it up Alliannah!  

♦ Denim: Denim: Denim: Denim: With a smile on your face and a sense of determination, you have approached everything this 
week with a can-do attitude. Whilst you found starting your introduction in writing tricky, you worked 
hard, stuck at it and made some great progress. In Maths, you showed persistence to get the hang of 
rounding, you’ll be an expert in no time. You’re a star Denim!  

♦ ColtColtColtColt: For giving everything this week a red hot go! You have a positive attitude that shines through and 
it inspires others the way you knuckle down and get on with the task without a fuss. Your narrative in-
troduction this week was sensational, great vocab words, I was hooked! In Maths, you are cruising 
through, making rounding to any number look easy. Keep up the great work Colt!  

 

♦ Playground raffle:Playground raffle:Playground raffle:Playground raffle:    Isabelle:Isabelle:Isabelle:Isabelle:    for including others in her game 
                                        HarryHarryHarryHarry: for helping and looking after younger students at recess 
                                                                                                  

 

What is your favourite movie? 
One of my favourite 
movies as I have a 
lot is The Greatest 
Showman 

What has been the highlight of 
this year so far? The Mary Pop-
pins musical which was so dif-
ferent to watching the movie 

If you could only eat 1 food 
for the rest of your life, 
what would it be? Kat’s car-
amel tarts 

I am happiest when I get to 
go to fun places 
with the family. 

What do you think makes a 
good friend? You need to be 
kind, helpful and nice. 

What’s 1 piece of play equip-
ment you wish we had at school?
A rectangular inground trampo-
line. 

Reeva 
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Child Safe Standards –Bullying Prevention Policy 

At St Joseph’s Primary School, Hopetoun the dignity of the human person is the foundation of all 
Catholic social teaching and is intrinsic to our education ministry. Consequently, the principle that the 
person is made in the image and likeness of God is central to the mission as a Catholic school. It is 
essential that St Joseph’s Primary School, Hopetoun creates and maintains a respectful, safe and sup-
portive learning environment that promotes student wellbeing, personal growth and positive self-
esteem amongst a diverse range of learners.  
Child safety, and bullying prevention is a shared responsibility. Every person in the school has a key 
role in promoting child safety and wellbeing and promptly raising any issues or concerns about a 
child or young person’s wellbeing. Particular attention is given to the needs of Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander children and young people, those from culturally and linguistically diverse back-
grounds, international students, children and young people with disabilities, those unable to live at 
home, children and young people who identify as lesbian, gay, bisexual, trans and gender diverse, 
intersex, queer and asexual (LGBTIQA+) and other students experiencing risk or vulnerability.  
Inappropriate or harmful behaviour targeting students in physical or online environments based on 

these or other characteristics, such as racism, sexism or homophobia, is not tolerated at St Joseph’s 

and any instances identified will be addressed with appropriate responses. 

The full policy can be accessed on our website  
http://www.sjhopetoun.catholic.edu.au/uploads/8/9/4/9/8949668/
sjh_school_bullying_prevention__including_cyberbullying__policy_2022http-
_www.sjhopetoun.catholic.edu.au_uploads_8_9_4_9_8949668_privacy-compliance-manual_-
_feb_2020.pdfv2.pdf  
 
We are committed to continuous improvement in our approach to child safety and wellbeing and wel-
come feedback from families and members of our school community on ways we can further 
strengthen our child safety policies, procedures and practices.  

SPECIAL REPORT: Celebrating Harmony Week  

Harmony Week is celebration held annually in March across Australia. It’s aimed 
at promoting diversity, respect and inclusiveness. This event is an excellent op-
portunity for parents to teach their children about different cultures, traditions and 
customs. The goal is to encourage everyone to appreciate and celebrate differences and promote a 
sense of community and belonging for everyone. 
 

During Harmony Week, there are a number of events and activities held to bring people from different 
cultures together. These activities include multicultural food festivals, cultural performances, art exhibi-
tions and workshops. Participating in these events helps children to gain a deeper understanding and 
appreciation of the diverse communities that make up Australia. 
 

As a parent, you can engage your children in discussions about multiculturalism and encouraging 
them to ask questions. Promoting a more harmonious and inclusive society, can help children grow up 
with a greater appreciation for the richness and diversity of Australia's cultural landscape. 
 

This Special Report hopes to instil positive values and create an opportunity to start a conversation 
with your child about understanding diversity and multiculturalism. We hope you take a moment to re-
flect on the information offered, and as always, we welcome your feedback. If this raises any concerns 
for you, a loved one or the wellbeing of your child, please consider seeking medical or professional 
help. 
 

Click on this link to view the Special Report  
https://sjhopetoun.catholic.schooltv.me/wellbeing_news/special-report-celebrating-harmony-week-au  
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HOUSEKEEPING!! 
 

Student Absence from School 
A reminder that it is a legal requirement for parents to explain absences from school. We do not 
need to know ‘nitty gritty’ details, simply sickness, doctor’s appointment or family reasons will 
suffice. Please remember to log on to PAM to complete the notification or email or phone 
the school prior to 10am on the day of absence. An absence SMS otherwise will be 
generated. If there is a scheduled absence please advise us in advance. Thank you. 
 

Sunscreen 
Sunscreen is provided by the school for our students, however we do encourage the children to 
bring their own sunscreen to school to assist with sun protection.  Students are regularly 
encouraged by teachers to apply sunscreen throughout the day.  
 

Hats 
School hats MUST be worn at all times when students are outdoors, except for extremely windy 
days where hats blow over the fence. School Hats are now $15.00. 
 

Signing out 
Please remember to sign out your child at the office if you need to take them from school during 
the day. This is not only a legal requirement but also an important part of our emergency 
management plan. 
 

P & F dockets 
A reminder that any purchases for P & F from IGA must be put on the P & F account (not school 
account). Dockets then need to be sent to school please. 
 

Pie warmer containers 

A reminder that students can bring lunch to school wrapped in foil or in a foil container to be 

heated in the pie warmer. 

Pie warmer containers are available from the office for $15.00 for 50 containers. 

Vision Statement  
St. Joseph’s School is an inclusive community of faith and learning with Christ at its cen-
tre. St Joseph’s School will educate its students to be of service to society in the Catholic 
tradition of love, faith and hope. 
Mission Statement  
As a Christ centred school we celebrate our Catholic beliefs, values, practices and tradi-
tions. 
As an educational institution we: 
• Will support the development of the whole person. 
• Will provide a comprehensive curriculum, which challenges all students in their  

pursuit of success. 
• Will cater for the varied learning styles of our students. 
• Will be a child safe school by providing a physical and online environment that is 

happy, safe and welcoming. 
• Will respect the dignity of the individual and value the participation and  

contribution of all. 
• Will work in partnership with parents, the parish and the wider community. 
• Will encourage our students to make a difference in the local, national and global 

communities in which they live. 

Grounds Roster: March– B Schack & W Hooton 
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