
 

A COMMUNITY OF FAITH AND LEARNING 

Dear Parents, carers, families and parishioners, 
Last Sunday was the 5th Sunday of Ordinary time in the Church’s calendar, Year A. In the Gospel 
from Matthew (5:13-16) Jesus tells his disciples that they are “the salt of the earth and light of the 
world.” The symbols of salt and light was Jesus’ way of explaining to people how he wanted them 
to live their lives. In the time of Jesus, salt was very important not only to add flavour to food but 
also to preserve it. The light shines for all to see the way. This week you might like to reflect on 
what gives you “zest and flavour” in your life. What is ‘salt’ to you; what preserves you and keeps 
you going? You might also reflect on your special gifts and talents and use them well and often 
this week thereby letting your light shine for all to see, thereby being the light of the world. 
 
To be the salt of the earth and the light of the world means to step 
up and speak up for justice in our world, especially for those less 
fortunate than ourselves. Mahatma Ghandi is credited with the quote 
“Be the change you want to see in the world.” This echoes Jesus’ 
words to be the light of the world that shines for all to see. This is 
our challenge as Christians this week.  
 

 
Thanks to everyone who came along yesterday to our Meet the Teacher sessions. 
If you were unable to attend yesterday, please contact your child’s class teacher/s 
if you have any questions regarding the daily happenings in your child’s class-
room.  

 
There are a lot of events coming up in the next few weeks. A reminder to family 
buddies to please make contact with our new families to see if they have any ques-
tions or queries about these events, or just about their child starting school. Thanks 
to those who have offered to be a buddy to our new families.  

Wishing you all a wonderful week! Cynthia 

PO Box 186 Hopetoun  

Vic 3396 

Phone 03 5083 3296  

Fax 03 5083 3192 
admin@sjhopetoun.catholic.edu.au 

 

 

OFFICE HOURS 

Monday:  8:30am—4:00pm 

Tuesday:  8:30am—4:00pm 

Wednesday:  8:30am—4:00pm 

Thursday 8:30am-4:00pm 

Friday  8:30am–4:00pm 
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Calendar   

Thursday 9th Feb: Swimming 11:30am 

Sunday 12th Feb: Lay Led Assembly 9am 

Monday 13th Feb: Swimming 11:30am 

Tuesday 14th Feb: NO SWIMMING today 

Wednesday 15th Feb: No school for Foundation 

     Swimming 11:30am 

Thursday 16th Feb: Swimming 11:30am 

Friday  17th Feb: SML swimming carnival 
Monday 20th Feb: Back-up date SML swimming 

Tuesday 21st Feb: Shrove Tuesday 

     Swimming 1:45pm 

Wednesday 22nd Feb: No school for Foundation 

     Ash Wednesday Mass 10:20am 

Thursday 23rd Feb: Parent Meeting 9am 

Friday  24th Feb: Water Fun Day 
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I am the light of the 

world, says the Lord; the 

one who follows me will 

have the light of life. 

Alleluia! 

 
Attached this week: 

 
Fresh Fruit Friday 

roster 

 

 
Taking photos 
A reminder to parents to please ensure, when at 
school events, to take photos of your child/ren only. 
Please do NOT post photos of other children at 
school events on your personal social media pages.  
We thank you for your cooperation in respectfully 
using social media and doing your bit to keep every-
one in our school community safe. 

Swimming 
Our swimming program continues at the Hopetoun 
Pool.  The main focuses of our swimming sessions are 
Water Safety and Water Familiarisation.  During each 
session the students rotate through activities based 
around Water Safety & Confidence, Endurance and 
Stroke.  Please remember that while we do spend a cer-
tain amount of time on stroke technique, we do not specifically teach 
our kids to swim.  We aim to give them skills and knowledge about how 
to keep themselves safe in and around water. 
Please be aware that if your child does not follow the instructions of the 
adult leaders of the group they will be sat out of the pool for their safety 
and the safety of rest of the group.  
Students need to come to school in uniform and will change into their 
bathers before going to the pool. Students can wear their sports uniform 
to school on swimming days. Alternatively girls can still wear their dress 
if this a  quicker, easier option for changing. 
Please send your child’s swim gear in a named separate bag. All 
clothing including socks and jocks to be named. Students will swim 
on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays.  
All students need to wear a rash vest for this program. 
All students will be dismissed from the pool on Tuesdays. We ask that 

those collecting their child/ren wait outside the gate, as legally we are 

unable to let anyone else in.  In an emergency we can be contacted on 

the Pool phone (50833049). Please note the fee for swimming if your 

family does not have a pool membership is $20 per student. Could this 

please be forwarded to school ASAP.  

Thanks to Sherelle & Kat who are our lifeguards for our swimming pro-

gram.  

Fresh Fruit Friday 
Thanks to those who have offered to prepare fruit for 
the students for Friday recess this term. The roster is 
attached today.  
Please ensure we have a copy of your current Working 
with Children Check and you have returned your 
signed Child Safe Code of Conduct.  
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Southern Mallee Lakes Swimming Carnival 
This carnival will take place on Friday 17th February at the Hopetoun Pool, 
commencing at 10am. Nominations for this are currently being finalised. 
Please note, students need to be able to competently swim a lap of the 
pool to be nominated. Students come to school as normal, in their sports 
uniform, and we will walk to the pool at 9:30am. Miss Weir will be accom-
panying the students and Miss Maiden will be recording at the carnival. Please ensure your child has 
a couple of drink bottles and plenty of lunch and snacks for the day. Please note that there is a $2 
entry fee for all adults. This money goes towards the running costs of our sports association and rib-
bons that are awarded to students and will give you a program of events for the day. Permission 
notes for those attending will be on PAM soon! We will need parents to assist with our school’s re-
sponsibilities on the day. If you can help out, please fill in the reply slip which will be sent home with 
students once our team has been finalised. 
**We ask that toddlers stay out of the little pool during the carnival. 

Water Fun Day 
Our Water Fun Day will be held on Friday 24th February. Students will leave 
school at 11:30am and walk down to the pool for the culmination of our 
water familiarisation and safety program. We really rely on parent helpers to 
run this day. If you are able to help out, please fill in the google form that 
will be sent out. There will be a sausage sizzle lunch for sale - $1 for sau-
sage in bread with all proceeds going to Project Compassion. Students will 

need to bring their own snacks and plenty to drink. Students will be dismissed from the pool at the 
end of the Water Fun Day if their parents are there to take them or if a written note has been re-
ceived from parents to say they can go with another parent or walk home. Any students not dis-
missed from the pool will walk back to school with the teachers. Thanks to Mrs Horman for her or-
ganisation of this day. We look forward to a great day! 
**We ask that toddlers stay out of the little pool during the Water Fun Day. 
We look forward to seeing many of your there on the day. Wider family members are warmly invited 
to come along and cheer our students on! 

Beginning of School Year Mass 
Mass to celebrate the beginning of the school year will be held on Sunday 26th Febru-
ary at 11am. It is expected all students and families will attend, however we under-
stand if this date clashes with a prior commitment. This is an excellent opportunity to 
welcome our new students and families to our school community. Extended family 
members and parishioners are welcome to join us for this special celebration. A 
shared lunch will follow Mass in the Community Room; please bring a plate to share 
for lunch. All Foundation students will be in the opening procession. We look forward 
to seeing everyone there! 

Parent Meeting 
Our first Parent Meeting for this year will be on Thursday February 23rd, commencing at 9am in the 
Community Room. 
Agenda items include: 
• Wrap up of New Year’s Eve 
• Possibility of funeral catering (further discussion carried over from our last parent meeting) 
• 2023 Fundraising opportunities 
• Child Safe Briefing for volunteers 
Morning tea will be provided. A Google Form will be sent out to RSVP your  
attendance or apology. 
We hope many of you are able to make it! 
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Catastrophic Fire Rating Days 
In September 2022, Australia introduced a new fire danger forecasting system, 
the Australian Fire Danger Rating System (AFDRS). A nationally consistent sys-
tem will more accurately predict fire danger and produce clear, simple messag-
es for communities.  Victoria has been using a 6‐tier system for fire danger rat-
ings, from ‘Low’ or ‘Moderate’ to ‘Code Red’. The AFDRS will replace the Victori-
an system this year and uses 4 tiers of fire danger, from ‘Moderate’ to ‘Catastrophic’ 
In response to the updated state Victorian Fire Risk register, St Joseph’s is now rated CAT 
4.  This means that our school must close on days forecast as ‘Catastrophic’, by the Bu-
reau of Meteorology within our designated fire district. The decision to close will be con-
firmed by the Emergency Management Commissioner no later than 1.00 pm the day prior to 
the closure.  Once we have received confirmation of the closure we will contact you directly via 
SMS before the end of the school day to confirm this.   

Upcoming Dates  
Please note the following dates for your  
calendar 
 
• Friday 17th Feb SML swimming 
• Tuesday 21st Feb Shrove Tuesday 
• Wednesday 22nd Feb Ash Wednesday 
• Friday 24th Feb Water Fun Day 
• Sunday 26th Feb Beginning of School 

Year Mass 11am 
• Thursday 2nd March Little Desert swim-

ming 
• Friday 3rd March Clean Up Aust Day 
• Wednesday 8th March Mary Poppins  
• Friday 10th March Pupil Free Day 
• Wednesday 15th March NAPLAN com-

mences 
• Tuesday 21st March P/T Interviews 
• Monday 27th & Tuesday 28th March 

PSGs 
• Thursday 6th April Last day of Term 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Swimming dates  
 

Wednesday 8th February 11:30am-1pm 
Thursday 9th February 11:30am-1pm 

Monday 13th February 1:45pm-3:10pm 
Tuesday 14th February NO SWIMMING 

Wednesday 15th February 11:30am-1pm 
Thursday 16th February 11:30am-1pm 
Tuesday 21st February 1:45pm-3:10pm 
Friday 24th February Water Fun Day 

from 11:30am 
 
 

Safer Internet Day –from the eSafety Commissioner  
Safer Internet Day is a global event that brings together communities, 
families, schools and organisations from more than 200 countries to 
help create safer online spaces. This worldwide initiative is celebrating 
20 years in 2023, making it a great time to reflect as well as look for-
ward. Technology has evolved dramatically in the past two decades 
and the benefits have been huge. These developments have also exposed us to many risks with real-
world impacts, making online safety awareness even more important.   
That's why we are calling on Australians to Connect. Reflect. Protect.  
Connect safely and with purpose – by keeping apps and devices secure and using social media in 
positive ways.  
Reflect before we act – by taking a moment to consider how what we do and say online may affect 
others.  
Protect ourselves and others by taking action – by telling family, friends or colleagues about eSafety 
and how we can help.   
By doing these simple things, we can work towards making every day a Safer Internet Day. 
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WHAT’S HAPPENING IN OUR CLASSROOMS? 
 

 

Foundation 
This year, as part of our first steps to a renewed, evidence-based approach to Literacy Instruction, the Foundation 
students will be taught the 42 main letter sounds of english using the systematic synthetic phonics program “Jolly 
Phonics”.  
 
Jolly Phonics is a multisensory program that teaches young children the skills they need to read and write fluently 
in their first year of school. The principle aim of Jolly Phonics is to teach children the five key skills that they 
need to apply the English alphabetic code successfully in their reading and writing.  
The five key skills are: 
1. Learning the letter sounds 

2. Letter formation 

3. Blending 

4. Identifying sounds in words 

5. Tricky Words 

The first four skills are taught simultaneously. Each lesson introduces a new letter sound and teaches children how 
to write the letter(s) that represent the sound.  

We ask families to encourage their children to share the sounds they are learning with their sound book that they 
bring home each night and also practice forming the letter sound in their homework book.  
We elaborated on this program at the ‘Meet the Teacher” information sessions and if you could not attend and 
want to find out more and ask any questions please feel free to contact me via email 
ljochinke@sjhopetoun.catholic.edu.au or message on Class Dojo.  
Mrs Jochinke 

 
Grade 1/2/3 
It has been so great to get back into the school routine over the last 2 weeks.There has been lots of things hap-
pening and the students have taken it all in their stride and have had an awesome start to the year. During the 
first week we set our behaviour expectations for the year. Our expectations have been classified as ‘Above the 
Line’, ‘Below the Line’ and ‘Bottom Line’. 
Above the Line behaviours include following instructions, concentrating on your work, telling the truth, including 
others and being kind, helping out, waiting your turn and playing in a safe manner. Students are rewarded with a 
sticker when they are ‘caught’ demonstrating Above the Line behaviours, which is put onto their sticker chart. 
When a child receives 10 stickers they are able to choose a prize from the class prize box. 
Below the Line behaviours are playing in an unsafe manner, telling lies, interrupting others, leaving people out, dis-
rupting others, ignoring instructions and not trying. Students who demonstrate these behaviours are given a warn-
ing, reminded of the expected behaviour and have their name moved to below the line.  
Bottom Line behaviours are never accepted. This includes stealing, swearing, using words or your body to hurt oth-
ers and damaging property. Bottom Line behaviour results in parents/guardians being contacted and a follow up res-
toration of relationships conversation between student/s and teacher.  
At the end of each day, students' names are moved back to ‘Above the Line’ behaviour where they are given a fresh 
start.  
It has been great to see and hear students talking about ‘Above the Line’ and ‘Below the Line’ behaviours. They are 
showing that they are aware of choosing to make good choices which has also aided in their fantastic start to the 
year. Keep it up 1/2/3! 
Mrs Phelan  

 

Grade 4/5/6 
We are well underway in reading and studying our whole class novel Boy Overboard, written by Morris Gleitzman. 
The blurb reads as follows “Jamal and Bibi have a dream. To lead Australia to soccer glory in the next World Cup. 
But first they must face landmines, pirates, storms and assassins. Can Jamal and his family survive their incredible 
journey and get to Australia? Sometimes, to save the people you love, you have to go overboard.”  

Written using humor it explores the powerful themes of courage, determination, and the importance of 
family. Boy Overboard is already leaving us in suspense every time we put it down! During each session we explore 
vocabulary using our vocab chart. We also work through comprehension questions as a group, focusing on identifying 
what type of question it is, what information it is asking for, and then crafting a response that is succinct and accu-
rate. 

We have also set up book boxes in the classroom. Each student has a book box of their own, they place 
their book bag in it and it also has a choice book from the library. They are used during silent reading. By placing 
their bookbox with them when they read they have the option of either reading one book or swapping halfway if 
they please!  

It is fantastic to see students recording their home reading into their diaries. Even writing the page num-
bers completed which was instructed for them to do on Day 1, a super effort team!! 
Miss Weir 
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Child Safe Standards: Child Safety & Wellbeing Policy 

 

Policy Commitments  
All students enrolled at St Joseph’s Hopetoun have the right to feel safe and be safe. The safety and 
wellbeing of children in the school’s care will always be St Joseph’s Hopetoun first priority and the 
school will not tolerate child abuse. The school will create a child-safe and child-friendly environment 
where children are free to enjoy life to the full without any concern for their safety. Particular atten-
tion is paid to the most vulnerable children and young people, including Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander children, those from culturally and/or linguistically diverse backgrounds, children with a dis-
ability, children who are unable to live at home, international students, and LGBTQIA+ students. 
 
The full policy can be accessed via our school’s website: http://www.sjhopetoun.catholic.edu.au/
uploads/8/9/4/9/8949668/sjc_child_safety_and_wellbeing_policy_2022.pdf 
 
The school’s Child Safety Officer is the Principal, Miss Cynthia Maiden. 
 
All parents and volunteers that are onsite when students are onsite, or attend school events, are re-
quired to hold a Working with Children Check (WWCC) and sign the school’s Child Safety Code of Con-
duct. If we do not have a current copy of your WWCC, please present your card to the office for photo-
copying. Thank you to everyone who has returned their Code of Conduct that was sent home during 
the holidays.  
 
We are committed to continuous improvement in our approach to child safety and wellbeing and wel-
come feedback from families and members of our school community on 
ways we can further strengthen our child safety policies, procedures and 
practices.  
If you have any suggestions, comments or questions, please contact 
Cynthia.  

In this edi
on of SchoolTV - SCHOOL TRANSITIONS 

Whether it is starting school for the first time, moving up to a higher grade or 

embarking on a journey through secondary school, there is no doubt that any 

school transition is a very exciting time for children and parents. It means 

your children are growing up! 

However, transitioning is an ongoing process. It can continue long after students have entered their 

new environment and may encounter difficulties at a number of different stages. These stressors may 

appear as anxiety and frustration and result in negative or disruptive behaviours. Such behaviours can 

become problematic making the transitioning process even more difficult for children and parents. 

In this edition of SchoolTV, parents will learn practical strategies to assist your child during the transi-

tion process and reduce stress and anxiety levels. 

We hope you take time to reflect on the information offered in this edition of SchoolTV and we always 

welcome your feedback. If you have any concerns about your child, please contact the school for fur-

ther information or seek medical or professional help. 

Here is the link to the School Transitions edition of SchoolTV 

https://sjhopetoun.catholic.schooltv.me/newsletter/school-transitions 
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The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF) applications are now available to 
those eligible parents and carers who hold a valid concession card. Primary school stu-
dents are eligible for $125 The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF) provides 
payments for eligible students to attend activities like: 

• school camps or trips 

• swimming and school-organised sport programs 

• outdoor education programs 

     excursions and incursions. 
 

 

Please email or call the office if you would like an application form, Existing families  
who have received CSEF and hold a valid concession card do not need to reapply. 

Bread tags for wheelchairs 
A reminder that our school is a 
collection point for Bread tags 
that will be recycled, with the 
money from this process going 
towards buying wheelchairs for those who 
need them in South Africa.  
Please send in your plastic bread tags so they 
can be sorted and sent off for recycling. 
Thank you! 

Cutlery 
A reminder to pack 
cutlery for your child/
ren if they need it for 
recess or lunch. 
Thanks for your co-
operation with this! 

Reminder 
No school for Foundation  
students on Wednesdays. 

Brain Break 
Students have a Brain Break at 10am each morn-
ing, which includes a fruit snack. 
Please ensure your child’s fruit snack 
is cut up and ready to be con-
sumed quickly.  
Thank you for your support with 
this. 

Drink Bottles 
A reminder to ensure that your child has 
a labelled drink bottle 
with them every day. 

 

School calendar 
The calendar on our website 
www.sjhopetoun.catholic.edu.au has im-
portant dates on it for the upcoming 
school year. Please check this regularly.  
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HOUSEKEEPING!! 
 

Student Absence from School 
A reminder that it is a legal requirement for parents to explain absences from school. We do not 
need to know ‘nitty gritty’ details, simply sickness, doctor’s appointment or family reasons will 
suffice. Please remember to log on to PAM to complete the notification or email or phone 
the school prior to 10am on the day of absence. An absence SMS otherwise will be 
generated. If there is a scheduled absence please advise us in advance. Thank you. 
 

Sunscreen 
Sunscreen is provided by the school for our students, however we do encourage the children to 
bring their own sunscreen to school to assist with sun protection.  Students are regularly 
encouraged by teachers to apply sunscreen throughout the day.  
 

Hats 
School hats MUST be worn at all times when students are outdoors, except for extremely windy 
days where hats blow over the fence. School Hats are now $15.00. 
 

Signing out 
Please remember to sign out your child at the office if you need to take them from school during 
the day. This is not only a legal requirement but also an important part of our emergency 
management plan. 
 

P & F dockets 
A reminder that any purchases for P & F from IGA must be put on the P & F account (not school 
account). Dockets then need to be sent to school please. 
 

Pie warmer containers 

A reminder that students can bring lunch to school wrapped in foil or in a foil container to be 

heated in the pie warmer. 

Pie warmer containers are available from the office for $15.00 for 50 containers. 

Vision Statement  
St. Joseph’s School is an inclusive community of faith and learning with Christ at its cen-
tre. St Joseph’s School will educate its students to be of service to society in the Catholic 
tradition of love, faith and hope. 
Mission Statement  
As a Christ centred school we celebrate our Catholic beliefs, values, practices and tradi-
tions. 
As an educational institution we: 
• Will support the development of the whole person. 
• Will provide a comprehensive curriculum, which challenges all students in their  

pursuit of success. 
• Will cater for the varied learning styles of our students. 
• Will be a child safe school by providing a physical and online environment that is 

happy, safe and welcoming. 
• Will respect the dignity of the individual and value the participation and  

contribution of all. 
• Will work in partnership with parents, the parish and the wider community. 
• Will encourage our students to make a difference in the local, national and global 

communities in which they live. 

Grounds Roster: February– N Seipolt, K Leetham, J Nelson 
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Congratulations to the following students who received awards at assembly last week:Congratulations to the following students who received awards at assembly last week:Congratulations to the following students who received awards at assembly last week:Congratulations to the following students who received awards at assembly last week:    
 

♦ All Foundation students: All Foundation students: All Foundation students: All Foundation students: for  having such a great first week of school. You have started already 
to show us what wonderful workers you are going to be this year. We can’t wait to keep work-
ing with you. 

    
♦ Aidan:  Aidan:  Aidan:  Aidan:  for  actively listening to teacher instructions, playing fairly with his peers in the yard 

and encouraging others. What a great start to the year Aidan, keep it up!     
♦ FletcherFletcherFletcherFletcher: for  being an amazing helper and setting a great example to the foundation students, 

as well as his peers in 1/2/3. You have shown great leadership skills!  
    

♦ CheyanneCheyanneCheyanneCheyanne: What an amazing start to Year 4! Every task you have completed it is clear to see 
you have worked so hard and I can see the pride you’re taking with your work. Your math this 
week, wow you superstar! Keep up this amazing effort Cheyanne.    

♦ HarryHarryHarryHarry: You have conducted yourself so well this week. You have been positive and willing to 
give everything a red hot go. You have been organized and focused, showing that you've 
stepped up to the challenge of being in Year 5. Stay positive Haz, you’ve got this!    

    
 Playground raffle:Playground raffle:Playground raffle:Playground raffle:    AidanAidanAidanAidan: : : : for playing 4-square fairly 
                               MollyMollyMollyMolly: for being a great friend to others 
                                                                                                  

 

What is your favourite movie? 
Mummies 

What has been the highlight of 
this year so 
far? Emily’s 
pool party! 

If you could only eat 1 food 
for the rest of your life, 
what would it be? Rainbow 
ice-cream 

I am happiest when I am at 
school. 

What do you think makes a 
good friend? Being 
nice 

What’s 1 piece of play equip-
ment you wish we had at school? 
Snakes and ladders that you 
could play with your body parts. 

Ruby 


