
 

A COMMUNITY OF FAITH AND LEARNING 

Dear Parents, carers, families and parishioners, 

This week we are in the fifth week after Easter. Readings this week are calling us to hope 
and to believe that  our God has ongoing care for us. Jesus presents Himself as the Way, 
The Truth and the Life, assuring us that God has a place for all of us in the world and 
time to come. This is Good News indeed. 

 

Sunday is that special time of the year when we make mothers 
everywhere the focus of our attention, our love and our grati-
tude. We have a special time of prayer and celebration on Fri-
day. Please join us if you can. 

 

 

Today, we had a visit from two members of the DOB-
CEL Board, Barry Bennett and Stephen McArdel. 
(DOBCEL is the company set up by the Bishop to  
govern the Catholic schools of the Diocese.) These two 
gentlemen were on their way to a meeting in Mildura 
and popped in to have a look around and a chat.  
Lawson, Kryzun and Toby gave our guests a tour of the 
school and they then joined staff for morning tea and a 
chat. 
 

Until next week Chris 
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Calendar   

  

Wednesday 10th May: Little Desert X-country (Horsham) 
Friday  12th May: Mother’s Day Liturgy & morning tea 

Saturday 13th May: Mass 6:30pm 

Tuesday 16th May: OFFICE CLOSED 

     SAC meeting 7pm 

Wednesday 17th May: OFFICE CLOSED 

Friday  19th May: Fresh Fruit Friday (Cherie) 
Wednesday 24th May: Catholic Education Week celebrations 

Friday            26th May:      Sorry  Day 

                                            Fresh Fruit Friday (Kelly Gray) 
Thursday  1st June: Winter Sports (Horsham) 
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Lord Jesus, open our 
eyes to see the love 
that you have for 

each of us. Give us the 
courage to let that 

love transform us. As 
we do our best to walk 
the way you have laid 
out for us, help us as 
we try to love those 

around us . 

 
Attached this week: 

 
NCCD Information 

sheet for Parents, 

Carers and Guardians 

 

 

INSIGHTS: 3 Tips to 

Make your Mother’s 

Day 

 

X-country 

The Little Desert X-Country is being held today at Horsham. Emily, El-

lerdy, Jagger, Denzel, Colt and Toby represented Southern Mallee Lakes. 

At the time of printing we hadn’t received any results. We wish them well 

for a great day. 

 

 

 

 

Mother’s Day celebrations 
All mothers and those like mothers to us are warmly invited to join us to 
celebrate YOU this Friday 12th May. A liturgy will commence at 10:15am in 
the church followed by morning tea in the Community Room. Please don’t 
bring anything for morning tea, this will be sup-
plied.  
We hope you are all able to come along for this 
very special event on our school calendar so we 
can celebrate you! 
 
Thank you to Donna H for coordinating the stall. 

Catholic Education Week celebrations 
Our Catholic Education Week Education Week celebrations 
are fast approaching on Wednesday 24th May. Students and 
staff from St Mary’s School Warracknabeal, St Patrick’s 
School Nhill, St Mary’s Sea Lake & Our Lady Help of Chris-
tians School Murtoa will be joining us for these celebrations. 
Our celebrations will coincide with National Simultaneous 
Storytime. We will be hosting approximately 240 students and staff in to-
tal. Thank you to our parent community for catering for this event and to 
Teri and Alex for coordinating it. 

Uniform orders due Friday 
 
A reminder that uniform orders are due this Friday.  
Thank you to those who have already sent their order 
in. 
Thank you to Mel and Christine for coordinating these. 
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Day Reminders 

Friday 12th May Mother’s Day Liturgy 10.15am followed by morning tea 

Tuesday 16th & Wednesday 
17th May 

OFFICE CLOSED 

Wednesday 24th May Catholic Education Week celebrations 

Hip-hop Dance workshops 
Justin brought the high energy, bopping songs and wicked hip hop moves to the 
students Freestyle Dance Ministry session on Friday afternoon. With a mash up of 
amazing beats from The Black Eyed Peas "I Gotta Feeling," to the Village People's 
"YMCA" there was a variety of music and dances with a variety of hip-hop specific 
dance moves and techniques. All students gave it their best with laughs and smiles 
all round. Thanks to Justin for travelling to Hopetoun to teach us his Hip Hop craft and to the stu-
dents for their impeccable manners towards our guest and for giving it a red hot go!  
 
Thank you also to the Yarriambiack Shire Council for this initiative.  

The March 2023 edition of “Our Diocesan 
Community” is now available for download 

on the link below: 
 

https://www.ballarat.catholic.org.au/wp-content/
uploads/2023/04/ODC-March-2023-website.pdf.  

Mothers Day Stall  

 

A reminder that the Mother’s Day stall will be held on Friday 12th May, thank you to 
Donna for coordinating this. Gifts will be $7.50 each if your child wishes to participate. 
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WHAT’S HAPPENING IN OUR CLASSROOMS? 

Foundation 

 

The Foundation Room have been very busy working on two programs that fit nicely to-
gether. In Religious Education, we have been exploring the idea of “Wonder”, and all 
the beautiful and useful things in our world that God has given us to make our lives so 
enjoyable. We will also talk about how we can work together to make best use of these 
gifts. We have also started The Resilience Project, which aims to build resilience and 
confidence in each student. The theme we are exploring at the moment is “Gratitude”. 
We made a “gratitude Chain” that featured the people, places, food and pets that 
make our lives so enjoyable. We are grateful for all the wonderful tings in our lives. 

Mr Robarts 

 

Grade 1/2/3 

 

What a great start to the term we’ve had. The students are very engaged in our new topics in Maths. 
Tuesday we will be investigating measuring length and in our session on Friday we have started looking at 
3D shapes.  
We started our unit by discussing the meaning of the word ‘estimate’ and how this can help us in our 
maths. Students are encouraged to use estimating when measuring and calculating problems to check 
their answers. 
The purple and yellow groups will use items such as blocks and popsticks to estimate and measure the 
lengths of objects in the classroom, while the green group will focus on using formal units of measure-
ment to complete their tasks.  
Some things you can do as home to support this learning: 
Estimate how many ‘feet’ (stepping one foot in front of the other) long the path/ yard/ table is? Then 
get student to measure.  
Collect a variety of leaves/ pencils / Lego blocks/ feathers  and get your 
child to order them from longest to shortest. 
Collect all the items (tape measure, ruler) around the house that could be 
used to formally (using mm/cm/m) measure length of an object. 
 
The focus during our 3D shape sessions has been naming some 3D shapes 
and recognising their features including faces, edges and vertices 
(corners). This week we will build some 3D shapes using various materials 
such as marshmallows, playdough, popsticks and spaghetti to help identify 
each shapes features. 
 
Ms Roberts 
 
Mrs Grade 4/5/6 

It is important to understand the values of your community, the rules that are designed to protect your 
rights and the responsibilities you have to others. Our unit this term under the 
Civics and Citizenship strand is called Making Democracy. Other areas stu-
dents will be learning and exploring in this unit will be: 

• Values of Australian Democracy 
• The three levels of government and the roles and responsibilities of 
each. 
• Elections in Australia and how they are conducted. 
• Being a leader and understanding the responsibilities of leaders and followers. 

In our most recent session we watched videos about the 3 levels of Government and about democracy. We 
sorted services into which government level was in charge of them and played an online game 

Miss Weir 
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Congratulations to the following students who received awards at assembly last week:Congratulations to the following students who received awards at assembly last week:Congratulations to the following students who received awards at assembly last week:Congratulations to the following students who received awards at assembly last week:    
    
 

♦ Arthur:  Arthur:  Arthur:  Arthur:  for using your manners, being patient and waiting for your turn to talk. You worked 
with others really well Arthur and showed great leadership. Keep it up! 

♦ Miah: Miah: Miah: Miah: for speaking clearly and answering questions confidently when giving a short presenta-
tion for “Talk Time”.    

♦ Alliannah: Alliannah: Alliannah: Alliannah: for the positive way you approach all tasks. This was particularly noted during the 
Cross Country, where you willingly gave your best effort and crossed the finish line smiling! 
Keep it up Alli!     

♦ Reeva:  Reeva:  Reeva:  Reeva:  for practising and using great writing techniques and skills. You consistently use great 
detail to uplevel your sentences, use correct punctuation and always have neat handwriting. 
Keep up the terrific work!     

 
♦ LouieLouieLouieLouie: : : : You have hit the ground running this Term Louie. Every task this week has been finished 

to a high standard within the time permitted. Like all good midfield players you put your head 
down and worked hard at every stoppage! Your math, amazing, your writing, superb, your art 
was spectacular. Keep it up Louie!  

♦ Popi: Popi: Popi: Popi:  for being an unstoppable force in Maths this week. You were lightning fast when con-
necting fractions and decimals. Your enjoyment for the learning is really shining through. You 
volunteered your answers and celebrated when yourself and your peers experienced success. 
You better believe it Pops, I think you are a Mathematician!     

 

 

What is your favourite movie?  
Indiana Jones and the Kingdom 
of the Crystal Skull 

What book would you recom-
mend to your peers? Stupen-
dously Spectacular 
Spelling Bee by Debo-
rah Abela 

If you could only eat 1 food 
for the rest of your life, 
what would it be? Salt & 
Pepper Calamari 

I am happiest when I am 
reading Deborah 
Abela books. 

What do you think makes a 
good friend?  Kindness 

What has been the highlight of 
this year so far? Meeting Debo-
rah Abela at the start of the 
year.  

Harry 
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Child Safe Standards –DOBCEL Child Safe Governance Policy 
Policy Statement  
The DOBCEL Board requires that the child safety policy and practices in schools owned and operated 
by DOBCEL embed a culture of child safety through leadership, ensure the proactive management of 
child abuse risks and/or allegations of abuse, provide for child participation and empowerment, and 
engage the whole school community in a proactive approach to the care, wellbeing and protection of 
children and young people.  
The Board is committed to ensuring that child abuse reporting procedures are age appropriate, sim-
ple and accessible for all children and members of school communities. DOBCEL schools take all stu-
dent contributions seriously, and information regarding these topics will be covered through various 
age-appropriate care initiatives and curriculum delivery. The Board is responsible for ensuring DOB-
CEL schools have human resources practices that provide for child safety in the recruitment, selec-
tion, induction, and ongoing suitability of staff. Schools must implement procedures for verifying the 
working-with-children-check (WWCC) status of all staff/visitors, who may have direct unsupervised 
contact with students, to ensure that students remain safe in all school environments both internal 
and external to the school grounds. A system of assurance through which the risks associated with 
child abuse – and any actions taken to reduce or remove these risks (risk controls) – are recorded, is 
to be in place in all DOBCEL schools. This system should also be used by the Board to monitor risk 
controls and to regularly evaluate their overall effectiveness. 
 
The full policy is available at http://www.sjhopetoun.catholic.edu.au/uploads/8/9/4/9/8949668/
dobcel_child_safe_governance_policy_2022.pdf  
 
We are committed to continuous improvement in our approach to child safety and wellbeing and wel-
come feedback from families and members of our school community on ways 
we can further strengthen our child safety policies, procedures and practices.  
If you have any suggestions, comments or questions, please contact Chris 
Robarts.  

In this edition of SchoolTV - RAISING BOYS 

Many parents will attest to the fact that most boys are active, loud, rambunctious and 

prone to rough play, but this should not affect how a parent acts towards their son. Be 

careful not to pigeon-hole your son into sex-specific behaviours or gender roles. The male brain is distinctly dif-

ferent in its development. A boy’s physical maturity is often at odds with his mental and brain development. 

Societal beliefs about how to raise boys can sometimes influence their adult carers. Although we are not deter-

mined by our biology, it is a factor. It is important to support boys in their natural tendencies and nurture their 

strengths and abilities. Teach them the skills they need for their future and to develop a healthy identity. It is 

important for boys to have a role model they can connect with and acknowledge who they are. One of the most 

important determinants for a boy’s development is how secure they feel growing up. 

In this edition of SchoolTV, adult carers will gain a better understanding into some of the more complex issues 

relating to raising boys. 

We hope you take time to reflect on the information offered in this edition of SchoolTV and we always welcome 

your feedback. If you have any concerns about your child, please contact the school for further information or 

seek medical or professional help.  

Here is the link to the Raising Boys edition of SchoolTV 

https://sjhopetoun.catholic.schooltv.me/newsletter/raising-boys 
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HOUSEKEEPING!! 
 

Student Absence from School 
A reminder that it is a legal requirement for parents to explain absences from school. We do not 
need to know ‘nitty gritty’ details, simply sickness, doctor’s appointment or family reasons will 
suffice. Please remember to log on to PAM to complete the notification or email or phone 
the school prior to 10am on the day of absence. An absence SMS otherwise will be 
generated. If there is a scheduled absence please advise us in advance. Thank you. 
 

Sunscreen 
Sunscreen is provided by the school for our students, however we do encourage the children to 
bring their own sunscreen to school to assist with sun protection.  Students are regularly 
encouraged by teachers to apply sunscreen throughout the day.  
 

Hats 
School hats MUST be worn at all times when students are outdoors, except for extremely windy 
days where hats blow over the fence. School Hats are now $15.00. 
 

Signing out 
Please remember to sign out your child at the office if you need to take them from school during 
the day. This is not only a legal requirement but also an important part of our emergency 
management plan. 
 

P & F dockets 
A reminder that any purchases for P & F from IGA must be put on the P & F account (not school 
account). Dockets then need to be sent to school please. 
 

Pie warmer containers 

A reminder that students can bring lunch to school wrapped in foil or in a foil container to be 

heated in the pie warmer. 

Pie warmer containers are available from the office for $15.00 for 50 containers. 

Vision Statement  
St. Joseph’s School is an inclusive community of faith and learning with Christ at its cen-
tre. St Joseph’s School will educate its students to be of service to society in the Catholic 
tradition of love, faith and hope. 
Mission Statement  
As a Christ centred school we celebrate our Catholic beliefs, values, practices and tradi-
tions. 
As an educational institution we: 
• Will support the development of the whole person. 
• Will provide a comprehensive curriculum, which challenges all students in their  

pursuit of success. 
• Will cater for the varied learning styles of our students. 
• Will be a child safe school by providing a physical and online environment that is 

happy, safe and welcoming. 
• Will respect the dignity of the individual and value the participation and  

contribution of all. 
• Will work in partnership with parents, the parish and the wider community. 
• Will encourage our students to make a difference in the local, national and global 

communities in which they live. 

Grounds Roster: May: L Puckle & S Roberts 
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