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Dear Parents, carers, families and parishioners, 
Last Sunday the Church celebrated the Feast of Pentecost. It is often referred to as the ‘birthday 
of the Church’ because the gift of God’s Spirit was given to the disciples.  
After the death of Jesus, his disciples went into hiding, too afraid to speak about the Good News 
that Jesus had shared with them. When the Spirit came on the day of Pentecost they experienced 
a dramatic transformation: It was as if the penny suddenly dropped and they began to under-
stand the significance of Jesus’ life, death and resurrection. No longer restricted by fear they 
began to speak openly about the Good News in such a passionate way that many people were 
convinced by what they said. The disciples were transformed and began to transform the lives 
of others. We pray that the spirit too, will transform our lives.  
You might like to pray the following at home: 
Spirit of God, transform our lives just as you transformed the lives of so many on that first day 
of Pentecost. May we be freed from the fears that so often restrict us as people. Rekindle our 
understanding and passion for the Good News of Jesus Christ so that our words and actions 
may bring positive transformation to the lives of others. Spirit of God, transform us. Amen. 

 

Woolworths Junior Landcare Grant 

We are one of 1,054 primary schools and early learning centres throughout Australia receiving a 

Woolworths Junior Landcare grant to help grow our next generation of environmental champi-

ons. Our project it titled ‘Peas in the Pod.’ The aim of our project is to install and establish a 

child friendly kitchen garden so that all students at our school can be involved in a sustainable 

food project from start to finish. The grant money will be used to purchase a 

garden pod and seedlings. Thanks to Ms Roberts for all her work on this pro-

ject to date. We look forward to seeing the results of our efforts!  

Stay tuned! 

 

Wishing you all a wonderful week! Cynthia 
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Calendar   

Friday  10th June: Fresh Fruit Friday (Hayley) 
Monday 13th June: Public Holiday 

Friday  17th June: Gr 3-6 Penola trip 

     Fresh Fruit Friday (F-2 only) 
Sunday 19th June: Lay Led Assembly 9am 

Tuesday 21st June: SAC meeting 7pm 

Wednesday 22nd June: Family Science Night 
Thursday 23rd June: School Photos 

Friday  24th June: Last day of term –2:30pm finish 

    Fresh Fruit Friday (Donna) 
Monday 11th July: Term 3 begins 

Tuesday 26th July: Grandparents & Special Friend’s Day 

Thursday 4th Aug: Gr 3-6 Swan Hill camp 

Friday  12th Aug: Pupil Free Day 

Tuesday 16th Aug: F-2 Swan Hill excursion 
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“All of them were 

filled with the Holy 

Spirit.” 

 

 
 

Attached this week: 

 

 
Parenting Ideas– 
Teaching kids to be 
kind 

Grades 3-6 Penola Trip 
As part of their Heritage Religion unit, Grades 3-6 will be headed to Pe-
nola on Friday 17th June to visit the Mary MacKillop Centre. The bus will 
be leaving school at 7am and returning around 5:30pm.  
Students will need to wear their sports uniform and take their snacks, 
drink bottle and lunch. An itinerary was at-
tached last week for Grades 3-6 students.  
Permission notes were released on PAM last 
week. Thanks to those who have completed 
these already.   

Family Science Night 
We are getting excited as we gear up to our Family Science Night on 
Wednesday 22nd June. Our Integrated Studies topic this term has a fo-
cus on Science and we are really looking forward to showcasing our 
work to our parents, grandparents and families. Come along on the 
night to see what we’ve been doing and join in some fascinating experi-
ments with us! 
 
Our night will begin at 6:30pm with 
classrooms open for everyone to visit and 
participate before enjoying a light supper 
from 7:30pm then heading home to bed 
by 8pm. We hope you can make it! 

Aussie of the Month 

 

This award is a Civics and Citizenship award for a student who displays 
the Aussie of the Month values of Fair Go, Mateship, Respect and Inclu-
sion. 
 

Our May winner was Axel Decker. 
 

Axel won his award for demonstrat-
ing care, inclusion & mateship with 
his younger buddy. Congratulations 
and thank you Axel for being such 
a great buddy!  
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WHAT’S HAPPENING IN OUR CLASSROOMS? 
 
Foundation/1/2 
The big concept for Religion lessons this term has been Participation. Students have been in-
vited to focus on experiences that image God’s love and how Catholic Christians participate in 
the life of the church. 
 
Students have been learning about God and God as love can be imagined in many ways and can 
be realised through a variety of experiences. Students read a picture story book called 
“Images of God” and discovered God is all around us in many different ways. Students con-
structed a visual display through images or words that communicate a Catholic Christian un-
derstanding of God’s love. This is displayed in the corridor at school for all to view. 
 
Students have also been learning about the importance of the Lord’s prayer for Christians 
and describing some of the images and experiences that help them understand more about 
God. Students read a book describing the different parts of the Lord’s prayer. The Lord's 
Prayer, taught by Jesus to his followers, is one of the cornerstones of the Christian faith yet 
the language and ideas it conveys can be daunting to children. Our Father: The Lord's Prayer 
for Children picture book addresses children's questions and explains the meaning behind 
each line of the prayer, making it more accessible for younger readers. Students had the op-
portunity to discuss and share their thoughts on the different parts of the prayer.  
 
Students have been describing how participating fairly and kindly with people, like Jesus did, 
helps make a better world and listing and explaining ways Christians show fairness and kind-
ness to the natural world.  
Mrs Jochinke 
 
Grade 3/4  
In the grade 3/4 classroom we have been looking into force and how we can harness certain 
forms of energy to develop movement. We created pinwheels to explore how a wind turbine 
might operate. We tried a few little experiments with our pinwheels such as the angle that 
the wind hit the fins and the direction that we turn it when harnessing the wind outside. The 
students really enjoyed this little experiment. 
 
We are also leaping into our new writing genre 'Information Reports' and we are developing 
our first piece on the ribbiting topic of 'frogs'. The students had the opportunity to choose 
which species of frog they wanted to explore and the species include: the goliath frog, whites 
tree frog, golden poison dart frog and the glass frog to name a few. The students have 
jumped into this and are hungry to find out about their frog. It will be very interesting to see 
how these pieces come together. 
Mr Klippel            
 
Grade 5/6 
Our Current Maths learning focus: Investigate and calculate percentage discounts of 10%, 
25% and 50% on sale items. 
We have spent the last few weeks exploring a variety of strategies to calculate regular per-
centage discounts off of an amount. Students enjoyed implementing their learning and prac-
ticing some real life skills with some online window shopping last week to demonstrate their 
understanding of calculating the cost of discounted items from their choice of online 
(pretend) shopping at Rebel Sport, K-Mart or Bunnings. The online quiz platform Kahoot has 
certainly been a hoot with students working in teams to complete a variety of calculations in a 
set time. As explored in class, percentages are very prevalent in our everyday lives and the 
opportunity to practise our new understanding at home and out and about are plentiful and I 
encourage you to engage with how you can support your child to practise using percentages at 
home. Battery levels, shopping discounts, statistics, sports results and ingredient lists on 
food products are just a few of the everyday locations of percentages you can discuss at 
home. 
Miss Weir 
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Changes to the Child Safe Standards –NEW Standard from July 1st 
Standard 11: Implementation of Child Safe Practices 
 
Schools must have: 
• A Child Safety & Wellbeing Policy that sets out the expectations, practices and approach in re-

lation to each of the Child Safe Standards 
• A Code of Conduct that sets out the expectation for behavior and responsibilities of staff and 

volunteers 
• A Complaint Handling Policy and processes that address how 

the school will respond, including internal and external re-
porting obligations 

• Recruitment and volunteer policies that have a clear child 
safety focus 

Date claimers 
You’ll notice a number of dates for significant events next term in the date 
line on page 1. Please mark these dates on your calendar at home. 
Thanks to Matt who has booked his golden ticket for the Grades 3-6 Swan 
Hill excursion. We are still looking for a dad with a Working with Children 
Check to help us out for the F-2 excursion to Swan Hill on Tuesday 16th 
August. Let us know if you’d like to claim a seat for what will be an incred-
ibly amazing experience! 

Communica	on from St. Paul VI Parish- regarding Sacramental Programs:  

To all the families awai	ng to complete their Sacramental Programs,  

We (the Parish) want to sincerely apologise for the extremely long delay in between the Sacramental Program prepara-

�ons you and your family have made and the final stages in comple�ng this journey, whether it be First Communion, 

Reconcilia�on or Confirma�on.  

Obviously, Covid restric�ons and lockdowns over the past two and a half years have had a drama�c impact on the way 

we live our lives. Our Parish community has had to adhere to the governmental guidelines, and has made decisions 

over this �me to ensure the safety of all our Parishioners and families in our community.   

Please know that we are working hard behind the scenes to ensure that you and your families get to properly cele-

brate the faith Journey your young person has been on. We are hopeful of locking in dates and �mes very soon that 

will allow these spiritual celebra�ons to take place. As soon as these are locked in we will let you know.  

We would like to thank you all for your understanding and pa�ence in regards to this ma*er and look forward to sup-

por�ng you and your families into the future.  

If you have any ques�ons in regard to this informa�on, please contact the Parish office on:  

wimmeramallee@ballarat.catholic.org.au  

Or call 5382 1155. 
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Day Reminders 

Wednesday 22nd June Family Science Night 6.30pm , light supper provided 

Thursday 23rd June School Photos 

Friday 24th  June Last day of term 2.30pm finish 

Friday 17th June Mary MacKillop Centre, Penola bring snacks, drink bottle & 
lunch 

In this week’s edition of School TV –Building Resilience Post-Pandemic 

Unfortunately, the mental health of young people has been significantly impacted by the pandemic. 
As many families settle back into pre-COVID routines, there seems to be a pervasive sense of opti-
mism about what lies ahead. 
 

Unfortunately children and teens are not immune to what is now being termed the “psychological 
pandemic”. Young people are at risk of not achieving the primary demands of developmental tasks 
such as procuring independence, identity formation, as well as obtaining and maintaining peer rela-
tionships. What kids need most in the current environment is support, understanding, empathy and 
encouragement from caring adults. They live up or down to the expectations we set for them. 
 

If there is a panacea to the adversity caused by the pandemic, then it is the building of resilience. 
Resilience is the capacity to face, overcome, be strengthened and transformed by adversity. Never 
before, have parents needed the skills, the knowledge and the strategies to build resilience in their 
children as much as they do now. There are 7 integral and interrelated components that make up 
being resilient that can help young people thrive and develop healthy coping strategies. 
 

This Special Report explores the “7 C’s of Resilience” and includes suggested strategies on how 
adult carers can best facilitate them. We hope you take a moment to reflect on the information of-
fered, and as always, we welcome your feedback. If this raises any concerns for you, a loved one or 
the wellbeing of your child, please seek medical or professional help. 
 

Here is the link to your special report 
https://sjhopetoun.catholic.schooltv.me/wellbeing_news/special-report-building-resilience-post-
pandemic  
 

If you would like a hard copy of the Building Resilience resource available 
with this edition of School TV please contact the school office and we will 
print one for you.  

Wonder Recycling 
Our school is participating in the 
Wonder Recycling program, which 
involves recycling bread bags. 
Please note, this includes any 
bread bags such as those from 
Bow Bakery loaves of bread or 
rolls.  

School Photos 
Please ensure 
your photo  
envelopes are 
returned to school by Tues-
day 21st June. 
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Would you rather have the power 
to talk to animals or control the 
weather? Talk to animals. 

What is your favourite thing to 
do & why? I like colouring be-
cause it’s relaxing. 

If you were invisible for a day, 
what would you do? I would 
sneak up on mum and 
scare her! 

What is your favourite snack; 
when & why do you eat it? 
Barbecue Shapes, just when-
ever because they 
are easy to take 
around. 

Elka 

What are you thank-
ful for? I am thankful 
for mum and dad. 

If you could pick any name 
for yourself, what would it 
be and why? I would pick 
Grace because it’s a great 
name. 

Congratulations to the following students who received awards at assembly last week:Congratulations to the following students who received awards at assembly last week:Congratulations to the following students who received awards at assembly last week:Congratulations to the following students who received awards at assembly last week:    
    
    
♦     Wyatt: Wyatt: Wyatt: Wyatt: for listening carefully to teacher instructions and taking on one-on-one feedback with a 

positive attitude. Keep it up! 
♦ Millie: Millie: Millie: Millie: for trying hard to improve fluency when reading. 
 
♦ Elka:Elka:Elka:Elka: for  taking responsibility for her learning by seeking support from both peers as well as using 

resources to aid her in her learning. Keep up the great work Elka!    
♦ Colt: Colt: Colt: Colt: for being a great role model in class by demonstrating the ‘expected behavior’ both in class 

and out in the yard, by following the class norms and playing appropriately with others out in the 
yard. Great work Colt!    

    
♦ Lawson: Lawson: Lawson: Lawson: for getting stuck into your learning and using your time more effectively with very few 

teacher reminders to stay on task. You worked well with others during your math worksheet 
practice sessions having great learning discussions and supporting each other. Well done on a 
great week of learning Lawson!    

    
Playground raffle:Playground raffle:Playground raffle:Playground raffle:    Lilly: Lilly: Lilly: Lilly: for encouraging kindness in 6 square     
                            Ava: Ava: Ava: Ava: for looking out for others out in the yard     
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HOUSEKEEPING!! 
 

Student Absence from School 
A reminder that it is a legal requirement for parents to explain absences from school. We do not 
need to know ‘nitty gritty’ details, simply sickness, doctor’s appointment or family reasons will 
suffice. Please remember to email or phone the school prior to 10am on the day of absence 
otherwise you will be contacted, or if a scheduled absence in advance. Thank you. 
 

Sunscreen 
Sunscreen is provided by the school for our students, however we do encourage the children to 
bring their own sunscreen to school to assist with sun protection.  Students are regularly 
encouraged by teachers to apply sunscreen throughout the day.  
 

Hats 
School hats MUST be worn at all times when students are outdoors, except for extremely windy 
days where hats blow over the fence. School Hats are now $15.00. 
 

Signing out 
Please remember to sign out your child at the office if you need to take them from school during 
the day. This is not only a legal requirement but also an important part of our emergency 
management plan. 
 

P & F dockets 
A reminder that any purchases for P & F from IGA must be put on the P & F account (not school 
account). Dockets then need to be sent to school please. 
 

Pie warmer containers 

A reminder that students can bring lunch to school wrapped in foil or in a foil container to be 

heated in the pie warmer. 

Pie warmer containers are available from the office for $15.00 for 50 containers. 

Vision Statement  
St. Joseph’s School is an inclusive community of faith and learning with Christ at its cen-
tre. St Joseph’s School will educate its students to be of service to society in the Catholic 
tradition of love, faith and hope. 
Mission Statement  
As a Christ centred school we celebrate our Catholic beliefs, values, practices and tradi-
tions. 
As an educational institution we: 
• Will support the development of the whole person. 
• Will provide a comprehensive curriculum, which challenges all students in their  

pursuit of success. 
• Will cater for the varied learning styles of our students. 
• Will be a child safe school by providing a physical and online environment that is 

happy, safe and welcoming. 
• Will respect the dignity of the individual and value the participation and  

contribution of all. 
• Will work in partnership with parents, the parish and the wider community. 
• Will encourage our students to make a difference in the local, national and global 

communities in which they live. 

Grounds Roster:    June– A Horman & T Littlejohns 

 



 

A COMMUNITY OF FAITH AND LEARNING 



 

A COMMUNITY OF FAITH AND LEARNING 


