
 

A COMMUNITY OF FAITH AND LEARNING 

Dear Parents, carers, families and parishioners, 
Last weekend was the Feast of Christ the King. This was the last Sunday of the Church’s liturgical 
year. The Gospel from Luke told of the crucifixion of Jesus. In Luke’s account, one of the thieves 
being crucified along side Jesus asks Jesus to “Remember me when you come into your kingdom”. 
Jesus promises the thief “today you will be with me in paradise.” The image of King is one who has 
ultimate authority and one to whom loyalty and obedience are owed. During his life, Jesus was not 
interested in power or might. His authority lay in his teachings and the recognition that he is God 
among us. Jesus is portrayed as a ‘servant’ king. He came to show us how to serve God and to 
serve one another and this is what he asks of us now. This week you might ask yourself “What can 
I do to help build the kingdom of God on Earth?”  
 
This coming Sunday is the 1st Sunday of Advent. The new liturgical year begins this weekend in 
the church –Year A. Each Monday morning we will gather as a whole school for prayer.  
Next Monday we will light the first purple candle on the Advent wreath and pray: 
God of Surprises, we await you. Help us to be ready at all times to welcome you in the people 
we meet. Amen  
 
Our deepest sympathy is extended to the Littlejohns family on the recent passing of 
Tara’s grandmother. Our love, thoughts and prayers are with you all. 
 
Grade 6 Transition We wish our Grade 6 students well as they head off to the P-12 
College tomorrow for their second Transition day. Students have a copy of tomorrow’s timetable. 
They will need to take their sports uniform to change into for sport. 
 
Swimming update Thank you to Mrs Jochinke for completing her swimming teacher training over 
the weekend. Thanks also to Sherelle & Kat who will update their lifeguard qualifications this week-
end in readiness for our swimming program next year. The commitment of our staff and parents is 
greatly appreciated to ensure we continue our highly valued swim program. 
 

Wishing you all a wonderful week. Cynthia 
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Calendar   

Thursday 24th Nov: Kinder Transition 8:50am-11:30am 

     Grade 6 transition 

Friday  25th Nov: Fresh Fruit Friday (Julie N) 
Sunday 27th Nov: Mass 11am 

Thursday 1st Dec: Kinder Transition 8:45am-1:40pm 

Friday  2nd Dec:  Fresh Fruit Friday (Julie N) 
Sunday 4th Dec: Graduation Mass 9am 

Thursday 8th Dec: Kinder Transition 8:45am-1:40pm 

Friday  9th Dec: Thank you morning tea for helpers 

     Red Cross lunch 

Sunday 11th Dec: Lay Led Assembly 9am 

Tuesday 13th Dec: Statewide Orientation Day 

Wednesday 14th Dec: Christmas Concert 6pm start 
Thursday 15th Dec: Last day for students 

Friday  16th Dec: First Aid/CPR update (all staff) 
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Lord, remember me 

when you come into 

your kingdom. 

Attached this week: 

 
Parenting Ideas– How 
to recognise Autism 
in girls 
 
 
 

Morning tea for Kinder parents 
Thank you to everyone who came along to Thursday’s morning tea. It 
was a terrific opportunity to welcome the new Kinder parents to our 
school community.  

Graduation & End of Year Thanksgiving Mass 
Our school’s end-of-year Mass is Sunday 4th December at 9am. This is al-
so our Grade 6 Graduation Mass. It is expected that all our families will 
attend this special celebration to give thanks for our school year and fare-
well our grade 6 students.  
Families, friends and parishioners are warmly invited to this special cele-
bration. Students can wear neat casual clothes and will sit together as a 
school. There will be a shared morning tea in the Community Room fol-
lowing Mass. Everyone is asked to bring 
a plate to share.  
If for some reason your family is unable 
to attend, please notify Cynthia.  
Thank you. 

Christmas concert 
Concert night will be upon us soon! I’m sure you all al-
ready have Wednesday 14th December marked on your 
calendar. The concert will begin at 6pm at Lake Las-
celles. 
Shirts have been purchased and modelled for our up-
coming concert night. We ask students to please wear denim shorts on 
the night and their runners. Shirts will be given out for students to take 
home closer to the event.  
We ask that all families bring a basket tea to share after the concert. 
Don’t forget your insect repellent!  
The Memorial Hall has been booked as a back-up venue if the predicted 
weather is not suitable for an outdoor concert.  

Big Buddy Day 
On Friday we enjoyed Big Buddy Day. This was a great opportunity to 
catch our breath, take a break from our regular learning, spend some 
time working with our buddies and quite simply, to have some fun! Our 
student Child Safe team outlined the new standards to all students. With 
their buddies, students then created a digital poster, explaining one of 
the standards. An amazing array of fabulous, informative posters were 
created, which will be displayed around the school to remind students of 
the standards. We began our entries into the drawing competition, show-
ing how Pope Francis inspires children to help other children. We partici-
pated in some robotics and coding activities and enjoyed some outdoor 
games. After lunch the grade 5/6 students led us through ‘Team Takeo-
ver’ a creative and challenging game that they have designed. The after-
noon was warm but that didn’t stop the students giving the game 110%. 
It was a wonderful day, enjoyed by all. Congratulations to all students on 
their input to the day. Thank you to the Grade 5/6 students for their fab-
ulous leadership throughout the day. Thanks to Janelle, Wendy, Amanda, 
Hayley & Julie for making our delicious rolls for lunch.  
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WHAT’S HAPPENING IN OUR CLASSROOMS? 
Foundation-Grade 2 

 
There has been lots happening in and around the F/1/2 room over the past couple of weeks! Between gen-
eral class and learning routines, to dancing, singing and Big Buddy Day, as well as the weeks quickly disap-
pearing, the students have been very busy bees keeping up with everything. We have been continuing to 
focus on aspects of spelling and sounds to support students reading and writing as well as working on 
fractions, chance and probability and shape transformation in mathematics lessons.  
It has been wonderful to hear each student practice their speaking and listening skills during Talk Time 
this term. There have been some fantastic props, drawings, photos and ideas shared. The student’s 
speaking and listening skills have greatly improved when talking in front of the class. Each day we have 
been practicing our STOMP dances in preparation for the end of year Christmas concert. The students 
have been doing a great job at practicing and remembering the dance moves, they cannot wait to show 
you soon! 
We have noticed that students are becoming more tired as the year comes to an end due to many activi-
ties and events that are on. We just want to gently remind you that even 5 minutes of reading in the af-
ternoon/evening or a chat with your child about what they learned at school that day is better than none 
at all, however we do understand how busy our families are. Have a great last couple of weeks everyone! 
 
Mrs Phelan 
 

Grade 3-6 

 
We have been busy focusing on capacity and volume over the past few weeks in our measurement maths 
lesson. Students have looked at a variety of containers to compare capacity and volume.  
They have spent some time looking at how much is in a bottle, exploring the concepts of 1/4 litre being 
the same as 250mL, 1/2 litre being the same as 500mL and 3/4 litre being the same as 750mL. This is 
something you can check in on at home; this can be done using measuring cups or jugs with the formal 
measurement on them, or simply using a variety of containers and estimating. This knowledge will assist 
students when making estimates and comparisons.  
Other groups have been converting between mL and litres as well as comparing and making the connection 
between capacity and volume.  
 
Next week, we will review and extend on our knowledge of time and then finish the year by looking at 
some shape concepts.  
Some talk and look homework for families to consider as we move into our next topic of time could be: 
Count/ tally how many clocks you see throughout the day (and what type they are), think about how many 
times the question is asked ‘what time will we be going to Nan’s or what time is it or how long before 
school holidays? ‘ or take photos of all the types of clocks you see around you.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ms Roberts 
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In this week’s edition of School TV – Bullying 

Bullying is an ongoing or repeated misuse of power in relationships, with the intention 
to cause deliberate psychological harm. Bullying behaviours can be verbal, physical or 
social. It can happen in person or online, via various digital platforms and devices and 
it can be obvious or hidden. Bullying in any form or for any reason can have immediate, medium and long-term 
effects on those involved, including bystanders. 
 

Despite the efforts made to reduce bullying behaviours, the research tells us that one in four students still report 
being bullied every few weeks. However, not all negative behaviour should be considered bullying. The key dif-
ference is that bullying does not stop on its own. It’s important young people learn how to identify behaviours 
that are rude, behaviours that are mean, and behaviours that are related to bullying. 
 

Often the reasons for bullying can be complex. Some young people do it to get approval from others, some do it 
to regain control, whilst others may do it because it makes them feel safe. Supporting young people as they 
work through their emotions will help them unpack the motivation and reason behind the behaviour. 
 

In this edition of SchoolTV, caregivers can better understand why some young people engage in bullying be-
haviours and what to do to support a child experiencing it. We hope you take time to reflect on the information 
offered in this month’s edition, and we always welcome your feedback. 
 

If you do have any concerns about the wellbeing of your child, please contact the school for further information 
or seek medical or professional help. 
 

Here is the link to this month's edition https://sjhopetoun.catholic.schooltv.me/newsletter/bullying  
 

2023 Uniform Orders 
From 2023 our school uniform will change slightly. The T-Shirt and Jacket are new items. The navy 
pants and shorts are the only option replacing the grey shorts and pants previously available.  
Please note these changes will be fazed in over the next 2 years. By 2025 it is expected that all stu-
dents will be wearing the new uniform.  
Samples of the new t-shirts are available at the school in all sizes to try on. Please feel free to look 

at these as they do differ slightly in size from our previous white and blue t-shirts.  

An order form was attached last week. Order forms are due at the school office by Friday 2nd De-
cember 2022. 
If anyone has any queries please contact Mel Seipolt 0438392489 or Christine Ryan 0429684667. 

Christmas Stocking 

Thanks to those families who have sent in donations for the Christmas Stocking. It is 

currently on display in Clugston’s Butcher’s; thanks to Julie and Sherelle for organising 

the display. If you haven’t donated anything yet it’s not too late! Drop your item into 

school and we’ll ensure it is included in the stocking. 

A reminder that tickets are to be returned by Friday 9th December. The stocking will be drawn at 

the Christmas concert.  

Work Experience Students 
Next week we welcome Lily & Phoebe from Melbourne Girls’ College here for with us for their Work 
Experience placement. Both girls are currently in Year 10 and are excited to be spending the week 
with us. We too are very much looking forward to having Lily & Phoebe with us. I’m sure everyone will 
make them feel very welcome! 
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Insect repellents – guidelines for safe use 

Information from The Royal Children’s Hospital, Melbourne 
Using an insect repellent can be helpful in preventing insect bites, and most repellents now use one of two main active 
ingredients – DEET or picaridin. 

DEET (diethyltoluamide) is a commonly used broad-spectrum ingredient that is effective against mosquitoes, biting 
flies, fleas and ticks. In most situations, an insect repellent with up to 10 per cent DEET will prevent mosquito bites. In 
higher-risk areas (where malaria, Ross River virus, Barmah Forest virus and dengue fever occur), products with 15–30 
per cent DEET should be used. 

DEET can be safely applied to cotton, wool and nylon, but may damage spandex, rayon, acetate and pigmented leath-
er. DEET can dissolve plastic and vinyl (e.g. sunglasses frames or watch bands). 

Picaridin is a newer insect repellent ingredient, and is odourless and less sticky when compared to DEET. It may be 

more pleasant to use, and does not dissolve plastic. Studies have found picaridin to be as effective as DEET; however, 

it is not as long-lasting and will need to be reapplied more often. Products containing 10 per cent picaridin will prevent 

mosquito bites in most situations. 

Using insect repellents safely with children 

Read the entire label before use – look carefully at the level of DEET or picaridin in the product and use the repellent 
only as directed by the manufacturer. 

• Roll-on preparations are preferable to sprays. 

• Apply sparingly to exposed skin. 

• Do not use on cuts, wounds or irritated skin. 

• Do not apply to areas around the eyes or mouth. 

• Do not apply to the hands or fingers of young children. 

• When returning indoors, wash repellent off skin with soap and water. 

• Store repellents out of the reach of children. 

• If you need to apply both sunscreen and repellent, apply the sunscreen first. Products combining sunscreen and 
insect repellent are not recommended, as sunscreen generally needs to be reapplied more often than insect repel-
lent. 

Avoiding mosquito bites 

Mosquitoes are attracted to dark colours, so light-coloured clothes covering to the wrists and ankles should be worn 
to reduce the possibility of being bitten, especially in areas where malaria is common. When travelling overseas to high
-risk areas, it is a good idea get expert medical advice before starting your trip. 

Still water attracts mosquitoes, so keep away from dams, ponds and other sources of still water. 

To reduce possible sources of mosquitoes around the home: 

• Cover any containers that store water (including swimming pools) so that mosquitoes can't lay eggs.  Empty or 
drain containers when they are not being used. 

• Change water in bird baths and watering troughs at least once a week. 

• Seal and cover cesspools and septic tanks so that mosquitoes can't lay eggs. 

• Fill large holes in trees with sand or mortar. 

• Remove excess vegetation from garden ponds and stock with fish. 

• Do not over-water the garden. 

As per Medication guidelines for schools, we are unable to administer medication to mosquito 
bites. If your child has bites that you would like medication applied to you will need to supply 
the medication (labelled with your child’s name) with a completed medication permission form 
to the school. The medication form can be downloaded from our website. Without medication 
and permission we can apply wet paper towel or an ice-pack only.  
Thank you for your understanding with this. 
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Nude Food Day  

EVERY  

Thursday 

Drink Bottles 
 

A reminder to ensure that 
your child has a labelled 
drink bottle 
with them every day. 

 

Bread tags for wheelchairs 
A reminder that our school is a collection 
point for Bread tags that will be recycled, 
with the money from this process going 
towards buying wheelchairs for those who 
need them in South Africa.  
Please send in your plastic 
bread tags so they can be 
sorted and sent off for re-
cycling. 
Thank you! 

Thank you morning tea for volunteers 
All parents and friends who have helped out in any 
way, shape or form throughout the year are invited 
to join us for morning tea as a thank you for your 
help on Friday 9th December at 11am. I realise not 
all helpers will be able to join us but please be as-
sured that we are very appreciative of the many, 
many ways people help 
out around the school. 
We hope many of you 
can join us for morning 
tea on this day. 

Congratulations to the following students who received awards at assembly last week:Congratulations to the following students who received awards at assembly last week:Congratulations to the following students who received awards at assembly last week:Congratulations to the following students who received awards at assembly last week:    
    
♦     Lola: Lola: Lola: Lola: for being an enthusiastic and awesome leader during STOMP dance practice and supporting 

her peers with the moves. Keep it up! 
♦ Jasmine:  Jasmine:  Jasmine:  Jasmine:  for being able to demonstrate fractions in halves and quarters. 
 

♦ AmeliaAmeliaAmeliaAmelia: for working well on setting out her algorithms and bridging her numbers when subtract-
ing. Your eagerness to give it a go and apply the skills and techniques have been great! Keep up the 
great work Amelia! 

 
♦ Axel: Axel: Axel: Axel: you have been an all round superstar this week. In the classroom you have shown respect to 

your own and others learning. Your contributions have been thoughtful and the way you have 
been encouraging others is awesome! You were a role model for all members of the camp. You 
were inclusive of all students in our cluster group and it really made a difference to their time on 
camp. Keep being your amazing, mature self, you’re a rockstar Ax!  
    

♦  Playground raffle:Playground raffle:Playground raffle:Playground raffle:    RubyRubyRubyRuby    ::::for assisting her peers when they hurt themselves in the yard    
     Toby: Toby: Toby: Toby: for keeping the yard safe by removing fallen branches  
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Would you rather have the power to 
talk to animals or control the weath-
er? Talk to animals & let Sven’s mum 
know I will take care of her. 

What is your favourite thing to do & 
why? I like to play with my cat 
(Sven) because he is always so funny 
and tries to do so many things. 

If you were invisible for a day, 
what would you do? I would 
sneak up on dad & my family & 
play pranks on them like pour 
drinks over them. 

What is your favourite snack; 
when & why do you eat it?  
Sushi, I have it when we go to 
Mildura, I just love the taste! 

Popi 

What are you thankful 
for? My family, friends & 
animals. 

If you could pick any name 
for yourself, what would it 
be and why? Violet, I love it 
as it’s the colour purple 
which is my favourite colour! 

 

 

Jakob 

What is your favourite thing to do & 
why? I like to jump on the trampoline 
because it’s fun! 

If you were invisible for a day, 
what would you do? I would do 
magic writing & leave messages 
everywhere! 

Would you rather have the power 
to talk to animals or control the 
weather? Control the weather so 
it was summer. 

What is your favourite 
snack; when & why do you eat 
it? Chocolate, I have it 
sometimes after school or on  
weekends, it is yummy! 

What would be the best su-
perpower to have & why? 
Flying, as you can go up high 
and see a lot up in the sky. 

What are you thankful for? 
People helping each other. 
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HOUSEKEEPING!! 
 

Student Absence from School 
A reminder that it is a legal requirement for parents to explain absences from school. We do not 
need to know ‘nitty gritty’ details, simply sickness, doctor’s appointment or family reasons will 
suffice. Please remember to log on to PAM to complete the notification or email or phone 
the school prior to 10am on the day of absence. An absence SMS otherwise will be 
generated. If there is a scheduled absence please advise us in advance. Thank you. 
 

Sunscreen 
Sunscreen is provided by the school for our students, however we do encourage the children to 
bring their own sunscreen to school to assist with sun protection.  Students are regularly 
encouraged by teachers to apply sunscreen throughout the day.  
 

Hats 
School hats MUST be worn at all times when students are outdoors, except for extremely windy 
days where hats blow over the fence. School Hats are now $15.00. 
 

Signing out 
Please remember to sign out your child at the office if you need to take them from school during 
the day. This is not only a legal requirement but also an important part of our emergency 
management plan. 
 

P & F dockets 
A reminder that any purchases for P & F from IGA must be put on the P & F account (not school 
account). Dockets then need to be sent to school please. 
 

Pie warmer containers 

A reminder that students can bring lunch to school wrapped in foil or in a foil container to be 

heated in the pie warmer. 

Pie warmer containers are available from the office for $15.00 for 50 containers. 

Vision Statement  
St. Joseph’s School is an inclusive community of faith and learning with Christ at its cen-
tre. St Joseph’s School will educate its students to be of service to society in the Catholic 
tradition of love, faith and hope. 
Mission Statement  
As a Christ centred school we celebrate our Catholic beliefs, values, practices and tradi-
tions. 
As an educational institution we: 
• Will support the development of the whole person. 
• Will provide a comprehensive curriculum, which challenges all students in their  

pursuit of success. 
• Will cater for the varied learning styles of our students. 
• Will be a child safe school by providing a physical and online environment that is 

happy, safe and welcoming. 
• Will respect the dignity of the individual and value the participation and  

contribution of all. 
• Will work in partnership with parents, the parish and the wider community. 
• Will encourage our students to make a difference in the local, national and global 

communities in which they live. 

Grounds Roster: November– C Burdett & A Ryan 
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