
 

A COMMUNITY OF FAITH AND LEARNING 

Dear Parents, carers, families and parishioners, 
This week is National Child Protection Week. The overarching message is ‘Every 

child, in every community, needs a fair go’. In particular, this year we will be 

shining a light on children growing up safe and supported. Children and young 

people thrive when they grow up safe, connected and supported in their family, 

community and culture. They have the right to grow up in environments that 

support them according to their needs, now and into the future. We can stop child abuse and ne-

glect – and reduce its impact – by working together to make sure every child in every community 

has a fair go. 

Yesterday our students participated in Australia’s Biggest Child Safety Lesson 

(ABCSL) through the Daniel Morcombe Foundation. The focus of these lessons was 

boundaries and body parts. Many people find talking about private body parts un-

comfortable. But if a child knows the correct terminology associated with their pri-

vate body parts, it signals to perpetrators of child sexual abuse that the child has 

had personal safety education. It also leaves the child less vulnerable to being targeted and more 

likely to be successful in obtaining help if something does happen. Setting and communicating 

personal boundaries in a respectful way can help children assert their right to stay comfortable and 

enforce their right to stay safe.  

Coinciding with Child Protection Week this week is National eSmart Week. This year’s 

theme is ‘Proud to be me, digitally’.  The aim of National eSmart Week is to help chil-

dren and young people to understand their rights and responsibilities online and em-

power them to be positive digital citizens. This afternoon students gathered as a 

whole school to focus on online safety. We read a variety of picture story books with a 

theme of e-safety and used the information from these stories to create posters about staying safe 

when using technology. This week is a very important week, to empower our students about how 

to stay safe and how to speak up if they are in an unsafe situation.   

Wishing you all a wonderful week! Cynthia 
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Calendar   

Monday 5th Sept: National Child Protection Week 

     eSmart Week 

Wednesday 7th Sept: Parent/Teacher Interviews 

Thursday 8th Sept: Junior Red Cross celebration 

Friday  9th Sept: Little Desert Athletics –Stawell 
     Fresh Fruit Friday (Tara) 
Sunday 11th Sept: Lay Led Assembly 9am 

Tuesday 13th Sept: Grades 3-6 Farm Safety day 

Wednesday 14th Sept: Parent Meeting 2:15pm 

Friday  16th Sept: Last day of term 

     Grade 5/6 Goldfields Vacation 11:30am 

     Fresh Fruit Friday (Kat) 
     School finishes 2:30pm 

Monday 3rd Oct: Term 4 begins 

Monday 10th Oct: STOMP Dance this week 
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Attached this week: 

 

 
Parenting Ideas– Is 
play time dead? 
 
School Advisory 
Council Nomination 
form 
 
Fresh Fruit Friday 
reply slip  
 
 

Parent/Teacher Interviews 
Thank you to everyone for taking the time this week 
to catch up with your child’s class teacher/s to touch 
base with this term’s learning and discuss goals for 
your child for Term 4. These are a very important 

part of strengthening home/school partnerships. Remember, you don’t 
need to wait until Parent/Teacher interviews to discuss concerns with your 
child’s teacher. If you have any questions or concerns at any stage during 
next term please contact your child’s class teacher and arrange a time to 
catch up with them.  

Junior Red Cross celebration 
This year marks 40 years of Junior Red Cross at St Joseph’s School –WOW!!! 
To mark this momentous occasion all students 
will be gathering with members of the local and 
surrounding Red Cross branches, along with the 
State Director of Red Cross, for a special cele-
bration tomorrow. We will be leaving school at 
12pm to walk to the Hopetoun Bowls Club. Students will be provided with 
lunch. We look forward to a wonderful celebration gathering.  
Thank you to all parents and family members who have assisted with cater-
ing for tomorrow’s lunch. 

Little Desert Athletics Carnival  
Good luck to Max, Kryzun, Colt & Harry who are 
representing Southern Mallee Lakes on Friday at 
the Little Desert Carnival in Stawell. Run, throw & 
jump well! Miss Weir & Miss Maiden will be running high jump events at 
this carnival on Friday; Ms Roberts will be in 5/6 on Friday.  

Parent Meeting 
Mark the date: Wednesday 14th September 2:15pm for our 
next Parent Meeting in the Community Room. Agenda items 
include Field Days wrap up, Open Garden, Christmas Stock-
ing, New Year’s Eve and Kinder parents morning tea. Please 
contact the office if you have anything you would like added 
to the agenda. We hope to see you there! 

Farm Safety Day 
Our Grades 3-6 students are headed to Ouyen next Tuesday for the Farm 
Safety Day. This is the first time this event has been conducted for a few 
years, due to COVID restrictions. Living in a farming community, it is vital 
our children know and understand safe farming behaviours. The bus will 

be leaving school at 8:30am. Students need to take 
their lunch & a drink bottle; morning tea will be pro-
vided. It is expected students will be back at school 
in time to catch the school bus home if they usually 
travel home by bus.  
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WHAT’S HAPPENING IN OUR CLASSROOMS? 
 
Foundation-Grade 2 

This term students have been focused on learning about writing information texts. Information texts are 
non-fiction texts that give information on particular subjects. Foundation students have been working on 
word and sentence level and grade one and twos have been structuring simple texts. Students have been 
reading non fiction texts and becoming familiar with the structure and features of information texts to 
support them to write their own information texts. The main objectives of the lessons have been to under-
stand the difference between real and make-believe, to identify the difference between a fact and an 
opinion, to use facts to describe people, places, animals and objects and to identify and explore the lan-
guage features of informative texts. Students have the opportunity to jointly construct a simple infor-
mation report about an animal and construct a simple information report about an animal independently. 
 
Writing involves many processes and it can be difficult to put all the processes together. Not only are stu-
dents learning about the text type, such as the features and structure of an information text but they 
are also practicing spelling and using punctuation. Students have the opportunity to practice learning 
sounds and use that knowledge to write words by blending and segmenting. Students also learn about using 
capital letters and full stops when forming a sentence. Correctly forming lower and upper case letters are 
something students practice as well.  
Writing is a challenging area of the curriculum, however students have continued to develop and learn with 
enthusiasm this term. 
 
Mrs Jochinke 
 
Grade 3/4 
We have been continuing to work on our poetry writing and have begun to explore more figurative language 
devices such as similes. The students are working like mice and are writing as elegant as a cat. Yes, simi-
les are phrases that include the phrase 'like' or 'as'. The students are also continuing to identify allitera-
tions and onomatopoeia in poetry texts and working on developing their own examples to show a better un-
derstanding of the device being used.  
 
Spring has sprung and for sport last Friday we began to explore the basics to the wonderful sport of 
cricket. Students were whacking, bowling, catching and running around the yard putting their skills to the 
test! It was great to see everyone supporting and guiding each other through the techniques and trying 
their best to learn the skills for our Physical education lesson to finish off week 8!  
 
Mr Klippel 
 
 
Grade 5/6 
It is with great excitement and anticipation that we would like to invite you to 
a vacation on the 5/6 Australian Goldfields next week to celebrate the learn-
ing and pieces of work that we have spent the term constructing! 
 
We invite you to a vacation on the 5/6 Australian Goldfields!  
Dear Parents, Staff and Students, 
During this learning sequence, students have been learning about life on the 
Australian Goldfields. They researched a specific event. Each student in our class has learnt about how 
people lived on the Australian Goldfields or a significant event or person of the time. You are invited to a 
vacation on the 5/6 Australian Goldfields. Come and explore our diorama exhibits. Please come! 
 
On display will be each student’s diorama and audio to share. They will be dressed in character and are 
looking forward to sharing their knowledge and exhibits of their learning with you! There might even be 
some Goldfield’s Specialty Snacks made fresh by the 5/6 ‘s! 
 
Date :Friday 16/9/22  Time: 11:30am-1pm  Location: 5/6 Room 
 
We hope to see you there!  From the 5/6 ‘s 
 

Miss Weir 
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Nude Food Day  

EVERY  

Thursday 

Child Safe Standards: Diversity & Equity Policy  
St Joseph’s Primary School, Hopetoun is committed to creating a 
school community where all members of the school community are 
welcomed, accepted, and treated equitably and with respect regard-
less of their backgrounds or personal attributes such as race, lan-
guage, religious beliefs, gender identity, disability, or sexual orienta-
tion so that they can participate, achieve, and thrive at school.  
 
St Joseph’s Primary School, Hopetoun acknowledges and celebrates the diversity of backgrounds and 
experiences in the school community. Behaviours, language, or practices that label, stereotype or 
demean others will not tolerated. At St Joseph’s the human rights of every child and young person 
are valued and the obligations under anti-discrimination laws and the Charter of Human Rights re-
sponsibilities are taken seriously. 
 
A full copy of our updated Diversity & Equity Policy can be found on our website 
http://www.sjhopetoun.catholic.edu.au/uploads/8/9/4/9/8949668/
sjh_diversity_and_equity_policy_2022.pdf 
  
We are committed to continuous improvement in our approach to child safety and wellbeing and wel-
come feedback from families and members of our school community on ways we can further 
strengthen our child safety policies, procedures and practices.  
 
If you have any suggestions, comments or questions, please contact Cynthia.  

Scarves 
A reminder that the 

school has navy scarves 
for sale for $5 each. 

Important dates for term 4 
 

• Monday 3rd October Term 4 begins 
• Monday 10th October: STOMP Dance this week 
• Tuesday 18th October: SAC AGM 
• Monday 24th October: Mission Week 
• Friday 28th October: Day for Daniel 
• Monday 31st October: Pupil Free Day 
• Tuesday 1st November: Melbourne Cup holiday 
• Wednesday 9th –Friday 11th November: Grade 5/6 

Ballarat camp 
• Friday 11th November: Remembrance Day service 
• Tuesday 15th November: SAC meeting 
• Sunday 4th December: Graduation Mass 
• Friday 9th December: Thank you morning tea 
             Red Cross lunch 
• Tuesday 13th December: state-wide orientation day 
• Wednesday 14th December: Christmas concert 
• Thursday 15th December: students finish 
• Friday 16th December: 1st Aid/CPR update 
• Monday 19th December: staff professional develop-

ment day 
• Tuesday 20th December: staff finish 

Fresh Fruit Friday 
Thanks to those parents 
who have helped with 
Fresh Fruit Friday this 
term. A replay slip is at-
tached for next term. Please return to 
school ASAP if you can help out so we 
can arrange next term’s roster. Thanks! 
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Day Reminders 

Tuesday 13th September Grade 3-6 Farm Safety Day 

Wednesday 14th September Parent meeting 2.15pm 

Friday 16th September Last day of term 2.30pm finish 

Monday 3rd October Term 4 commences 

Thursday 8th September Junior Red Cross celebrations, lunch provided 

In this week’s edition of School TV – Building Belonging Post Pandemic 

Having a sense of belonging involves more than simply knowing other people. It 

is also focused on gaining acceptance, attention and support from others, as 

well as having the opportunity to provide the same to other people. 

 

When the pandemic interrupted our lives and changed the way we live, this meant that suddenly many of our 

young people’s main sources of connection with peers and extended family members was removed overnight 

without warning. As human beings, we have a basic emotional and biological need for connection. It provides 

us with feelings of identity, security, support, acceptance and community. 

 

Students who have a sense of belonging will experience these feelings which in turn supports their academic, 

psychological and social development. When young people come together again after a period of instability, 

there is a period of adjustment. Whilst the rules of the group may be established, acceptance remains para-

mount and can therefore mean some behaviours become far from rational, making it difficult for their brain to 

focus on things, such as learning. All these factors combined, leave young people open to being vulnerable. It 

can sometimes tempt them into making choices or becoming involved in situations they might not ordinarily 

consider. 

 

As a result of the pandemic, there are still many young people struggling to connect and regain their sense of 

belonging. This Special Report provides guidance to families who find themselves in this situation. We hope 

you take a moment to reflect on the information offered, and as always, we welcome your feedback. If this 

raises any concerns for you, a loved one or the wellbeing of your child, please seek medical or professional 

help. 

 

Here is the link to your special report  

https://sjhopetoun.catholic.schooltv.me/wellbeing_news/special-report-building-belonging-post-pandemic  
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Would you rather have the pow-
er to talk to animals or control 
the weather? Talk to animals so 
you could calm them down so 
they don’t bite you. 

What is your favourite thing to do 
& why? Help mum and dad around 
the farm so they have more free 
time. 

If you were invisible for a day, 
what would you do? Do pranks to 
people! 

What is your favourite snack; 
when & why do you eat it? 
Pancakes, I have them on spe-
cial occasions, they are yum! 

Ellerdy 

What are you thankful for? 
I am thankful for my family 
and the school. 

If you could pick any name 
for yourself, what would it 
be and why? Victoria be-
cause it’s a really nice name. 

Congratulations to the following students who received awards at assembly last week:Congratulations to the following students who received awards at assembly last week:Congratulations to the following students who received awards at assembly last week:Congratulations to the following students who received awards at assembly last week:    
    
♦     Wyatt: Wyatt: Wyatt: Wyatt: for trying hard when reading, pointing to the words and looking at the pictures. 
♦ Jasmine: Jasmine: Jasmine: Jasmine: for being cooperative, working well with younger students and participating willingly and 

with respect during group discussions. 
 
♦ Denim :Denim :Denim :Denim :f or working well in taking on new strategies in maths by carefully listening to the tech-

inique being taught and practicing the strategy until you get it! Great work Denim! 
♦ Popi:Popi:Popi:Popi: for working well in following counting patterns with fractions, your determination to identi-

fy the pattern and continue it has been Awesome!! Keep up the great work Popi! 
♦ Parker: Parker: Parker: Parker: for returning to the classroom with maturity and great engagement. You have knuckled 

down into your learning with focus and persistence. You are tackling the challenges presented and 
giving it your best shot. Your attitude and effort towards reading, writing and maths this week has 
been sublime. This transition back into school life is a true reflection of the standard expected at 
Year 6. Finish the Term strong Parks, love your work!!  

♦ Lilly: for communicating your ideas and showing respect for other students’ ideas and opinions. 
You are a role model for working in a team. You are kind, courteous and encouraging of your 
group members. You work hard to keep the group on task and on time. This is an important lead-
ership skill that you are mastering. Keep believing in yourself Lil, and have an amazing end of Term 
3 of Year 6!     

♦ Playground raffle:Playground raffle:Playground raffle:Playground raffle:    DakotaDakotaDakotaDakota: : : : for looking after the younger students in the yard    
                                                                    Anthony: Anthony: Anthony: Anthony: for playing footy nicely with others    
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School Advisory Council AGM 
Our AGM will be held on Tuesday 18th October. Rachael Watson will finish her 
second term on SAC. Luke Puckle will complete his first term and is able to re-
nominate. We are looking for at least 1 parent to nominate for SAC to take 
Rachael’s position. We ask for you to please give this careful consideration.  
Nomination forms are attached today.  
 
SAC meetings are the third Tuesday of every month, except when that falls during 
school holidays.  
 
If you have any questions about the SAC, please don’t hesitate to contact one of the current SAC 
members to discuss and learn more about the role of the SAC.  
School Advisory Council members: Cynthia Maiden, Rachael Watson (Chairperson), Luke Puckle, Nick 
Seipolt, Alex Webster, Kim Decker, Donna Horman & Julie Grace. 
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HOUSEKEEPING!! 
 

Student Absence from School 
A reminder that it is a legal requirement for parents to explain absences from school. We do not 
need to know ‘nitty gritty’ details, simply sickness, doctor’s appointment or family reasons will 
suffice. Please remember to log on to PAM to complete the notification or email or phone 
the school prior to 10am on the day of absence. An absence SMS otherwise will be 
generated. If there is a scheduled absence please advise us in advance. Thank you. 
 

Sunscreen 
Sunscreen is provided by the school for our students, however we do encourage the children to 
bring their own sunscreen to school to assist with sun protection.  Students are regularly 
encouraged by teachers to apply sunscreen throughout the day.  
 

Hats 
School hats MUST be worn at all times when students are outdoors, except for extremely windy 
days where hats blow over the fence. School Hats are now $15.00. 
 

Signing out 
Please remember to sign out your child at the office if you need to take them from school during 
the day. This is not only a legal requirement but also an important part of our emergency 
management plan. 
 

P & F dockets 
A reminder that any purchases for P & F from IGA must be put on the P & F account (not school 
account). Dockets then need to be sent to school please. 
 

Pie warmer containers 

A reminder that students can bring lunch to school wrapped in foil or in a foil container to be 

heated in the pie warmer. 

Pie warmer containers are available from the office for $15.00 for 50 containers. 

Vision Statement  
St. Joseph’s School is an inclusive community of faith and learning with Christ at its cen-
tre. St Joseph’s School will educate its students to be of service to society in the Catholic 
tradition of love, faith and hope. 
Mission Statement  
As a Christ centred school we celebrate our Catholic beliefs, values, practices and tradi-
tions. 
As an educational institution we: 
• Will support the development of the whole person. 
• Will provide a comprehensive curriculum, which challenges all students in their  

pursuit of success. 
• Will cater for the varied learning styles of our students. 
• Will be a child safe school by providing a physical and online environment that is 

happy, safe and welcoming. 
• Will respect the dignity of the individual and value the participation and  

contribution of all. 
• Will work in partnership with parents, the parish and the wider community. 
• Will encourage our students to make a difference in the local, national and global 

communities in which they live. 

Grounds Roster: September– P Hallam & R Brain 

 


