Bats on farmland.

By Ben McGee & Deklin Reeve
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Friends Ben and Deklin were looking out of Ben’s paddock from the top of the
sand dunes.

“Have you seen any bats on your farm?” Deklin said.




“Afew. Of course, I’'m not growing bats, I'm growing canola and barley!” Ben
said. : ‘
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“I think the bats are eating the wheat on my farm,” Deklin complained
grumpily.

“But the bats aren’t eating your crops. The insects are! The bats are eating
the insects!” Ben laughed




“Bats come out at dusk to feed on insects! So my problem’s really insects!”
Deklin wanted to go off and stomp on the insects, but he stayed back and
talked to Ben.
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“Ben, do you know how to farm sustainably with bats?” Deklin questioned.

“It means we protect them. They sleep in old gum trees all day, and we
protect them from people shooting at them,” Ben said.

“We need to protect these old gum trees and the bats and their babies, so
they can sleep there” Deklin replied.

“We need to keep bats on our farms, so they keep eating insects and keep
them away from our crops,” Ben replied.

“Yes, we can farm sustainably with our bats,” said Deklin and Ben laughing.

WORD COUNT = 200

Nb story typed by Mrs Clark from the story she scribed for the grade 3 authors.
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“Yes we can” said the people, “farm sustainably.”

Deklin and Ben (Y3’s) Key Science Ideas

about a farm environment

A farm environment means land, air, water, living things (plants and creatures) and man-made things.

about what ‘sustainably farming” means

Growing plant and stock things and looking after native plants, insects, animals, land and water.

about crops growing
Canola needs water, sunlight and fertilizer. It is a crop.

about barley

Barley is a crop. It needs water, space for it to grow, and sunlight. It can live with some salt and it can stay

alive in it more than other crops.

about micro- bats

Micro- bats eat flowers on gum trees and insects. They come out to eat at sunset and sweep over water and

over barley crops to eat insects. They sleep in hollow and trees.

about yellow gums
Yellow gums need water, soil and sunlight. They have hollows in them.

dictated by Deklin and Ben (year 3's) to Mrs Clark and typed by Mrs Clark

Appendix for “Yes we can” said the people, “farm sustainably.” by D €Kl . Ad Box

Bibliography - Our resources

Each student in this class researched the farm on which they or a friend lived:

s observed and recorded its environment by drawings and a table.
 interviewed the farmer about farming sustainably.

= conducted a water and a soil salinity and a soil texture tests.

* used tables and summarised the results for each aspect researched.

These were shared and collated into individual and class references:
_These are the references created by the students in their.

tick Resources from classwork in research available as a
::::;d in the “Sustainability and our Farmland Environment” unit. type reference
hi o ‘my farmland environment _ drawing | Collated into one
| macro-invertebrates (little creatures) seen on my farmland drawing page for each
my farmland - table student that follows
| _| summary report of the features from each part of the environment as Reference 1 - My
water salinity water tests | Farmland
from the farm was tested (as part of the Saltwatch program) and Environment
| reported for its usefulness to the farmer - Research
v soil salinity and texture soil tests |
M tested and reported for its class (usefulness) to the farmer. - o
farmer interviews interview | in student
meanings of sustainability and sustainable farming with farmer | workbooks
- how to farm sustainably for crops, stock, nature and specific issues
sustainably farming reports table for on School website
i __|table of all replies to interview and summary into one class statement |eachgn see Ref 2 below
The story of our land landscape | Inschool library
| Geological history was modelled in the sandpit and photographed, put history see Ref 3 books
into a timeline of stages and made into a class reference book. -

J. Clark . Science Talent Search. Rihlinoranhy Prafarma 'm"’













