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Dear Parents, carers, families, parishioners and friends, 
Welcome to Week 8! Our Grade 5/6 students and Mrs Phelan are due back from the Ballarat cluster 
camp this afternoon. By all accounts they’ve had an enjoyable time. I’m sure it will be early to bed 
tonight for all of them! 
 
Last Sunday was the 22nd Sunday in Ordinary time in the church’s liturgical calendar. In the Gospel 
from Matthew (16:21–27), Jesus teaches His disciples that following Him means more than simply 
believing; it means living a life of love, service and self-giving. Jesus explains that true greatness is 
found not in seeking recognition or comfort, but in putting the needs of others before ourselves 
and walking with compassion and humility. 
 
This message offers a beautiful reflection point as we celebrate Father’s Day this weekend. Father’s 
Day is an opportunity to recognise and give thanks for the many fathers, grandfathers, stepfathers, 
carers and father figures who generously share their time, wisdom, encouragement and love with 
the children in their lives. Like Jesus, they often show that love is expressed through acts of ser-
vice, patience and sacrifice. Many of the most meaningful things fathers and father figures do hap-
pen quietly, the early mornings, the helping hands, the words of encouragement, the lessons 
taught through example and the countless moments of support that help children grow. These 
everyday acts reflect the selfless love that Jesus describes in the Gospel. 
 
As a Catholic school community, we are reminded that we are all called to follow Jesus’ example by 
looking beyond ourselves and considering how we can serve others. Catholic Social Teaching re-
minds us of the importance of family and community, recognising that strong, loving relationships 
provide the foundation for children to grow in dignity, confidence and faith. Families are the first 
place where children experience love, forgiveness, compassion and belonging. 
 
On this Father’s Day, we give thanks for the fathers and father figures who nurture, guide and sup-
port our students. We pray that they continue to be strengthened by God’s love as they fulfil their 
important vocation of caring for others. 
Wishing you a wonderful week! Cynthia 
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Calendar     
Wednesday  2nd Sept: Grade 5/6 Cluster Ballarat camp 
Thursday 3rd Sept: OFFICE CLOSED 
     Sports uniform 
Friday   4th Sept: Father’s Day Breakfast 8:15am 
     Father’s Day Stall ($8/gift) 
     Fresh Fruit Friday (Alex) 
Tuesday 8th Sept: P/T Interviews 2pm onwards 
Wednesday 9th Sept: Little Desert Athletics (Stawell) 
Thursday 10th Sept: R U OK? Day 
     Sports uniform 
Friday  11th Sept: Fresh Fruit Friday (Rach) 
Friday  18th Sept: Last day of Term 3 
     Rainbow Day 
                                         Fresh Fruit Friday (Kishor) 
     School finishes 2:30pm 
Monday 5th Oct: Term 4 commences 
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Attached this week: 
 

Insights– Talking to Kids 
About Sexual Assault in 
the News 

 

Fresh Fruit Friday reply 
slip 

 

 

  

 

Parent Meeting 
Thanks to those who came along last Thursday, and those who sent 
apologies, for our Term 3 Parent Meeting.  
Agenda items included: 
· Wrap up of the Field Days: This was a huge success! Big thanks to 

Dannielle & Lizzy for organising the catering and to Wayne Huf for 
organising the parking. Thanks also to all families who helped 
with catering and parking. Profit from the catering looks like be-
ing over $6,000 –wowee! The parking has raised $1,500. This is 
an absolutely incredible result! 
 

· New Year’s Eve: We’ve been asked to run the bar again at the Lake 
Lascelles family night on New Year’s Eve. We had 3 parents under-
take their RSA recently (thanks!); this will be a great support on 
the night. Alex is happy to head up the Working Party again, with 
support from Lizzy and Tara. Stay tuned for more information 
soon! 
 

· Parent’s Club Bank Account: Discussion was held re correspond-
ence from DOBCEL & the school’s Auditors about not being legal 
with running a P&F bank account. This will now be run through 
the school office. The money raised will still be under the 
“Parent’s Club” banner, with reports still being presented at meet-
ings. Parents will still have input into spending, whilst acknowl-
edging that our school fees are lower due to the enormous fund-
raising that our parents do, as well as subsidised camps, excur-
sions and a contribution to general ‘running costs’ of the school. 
This change will bring us in line with other school jurisdictions 
and ensure we remain legally compliant. We will let you know 
when the P & F Bank account has been closed as pie warmer and 
uniform payments will need to go into the current school account. 

Office closed 
 
A reminder that the office will be closed TOMORROW 
3rd September as Julie will be attending an Admin 
meeting. Thank you for your understanding.  

Father’s Day Celebrations 
We are very excited about our Father’s Day 
celebrations this Friday. We hope that our Fa-
thers, and those like Fathers to us, can join us 
for breakfast from 8:15am. Come along and 
enjoy a delicious bacon and egg breakfast 
with your child/ren. Thanks to the Websters 
for donating eggs for us.  
 
A reminder that our Father’s Day Stall will be run at recess time.  
Students are able to purchase a gift for the father or father-figure, if they 
wish to. Gifts will be available for students to purchase for $8 each.  
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Parent/Teacher Interviews 
Parent/Teacher Interviews are set down for Tuesday 8th September 
from 2pm onwards. These are an important time for teachers and 
families to discuss learning achievements and future learning goals 
for individual students. If you are unable to attend your child’s inter-
view on this day please arrange another time to speak with your 
child’s teacher/s. Interview times are now available for booking on 
PAM. Those families who have Program Support Group meetings 
won’t need to attend P/T Interviews.  

Little Desert Athletics 
We wish Daisy, Ruby, Wyatt, Ariat, Jakob, Jagger and Fletcher 
well as they head off to represent Southern Mallee Lakes at the 
Little Desert Athletics Carnival in Stawell next Wednesday.  
Good luck! Go well.  

Rainbow Day! 
The Junior Red Cross & Mission Group are holding ‘Rainbow Day’ on the last day of term, Fri-
day 18th September. Students are asked to come to school in bright, casual clothes. There 
will be a Colour Run on our oval after recess, which students are encouraged to seek spon-
sorship for from family and friends.  
 
Rainbow goodies, including sunglasses, headbands and lollypops will be available for sale 
during the day also.  
 
Sponsorship forms were attached last week. We hope students are 
actively seeking sponsorship from family members and friends. 
Families are welcome to come along from 11:30am onwards and 
join in the fun and frivolity also. 
 
Mark the date on your calendar; we hope to see you there! 

Fresh Fruit Friday 
Thanks to those parents who have helped us out this term with Fresh 
Fruit Friday. This is always very well received by the students! We’re now 
looking at filling next term’s roster.  
 
If you are able to help out, please return the attached slip so we can  
organise the roster. Thanks! 
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CelebraƟng Fathers Day 

For many years now, the role of fathers has changed and evolved. During the indus-
trial revoluƟon, fathers were oŌen considered detached and distant due to working long hours in factories. 
However, today things have changed dramaƟcally with many dads being celebrated for being sensiƟve, caring 
and more hands-on. 

Recent studies have shown that children benefit greatly from having fathers who are present and interacƟng in 
everyday acƟviƟes. This has transformed the understanding of how fathers shape children’s lives from the 
start, challenging convenƟonal ideas of parenthood and gender. 

Research also suggests that fathers influence their sons and daughters in different ways, which is especially 
true during their transiƟon to adolescence. Engaging in regular physical acƟviƟes can play a key role in influ-
encing children to learn self-control, face challenges, regulate emoƟons and take manageable risks. 

In this Special Report, fathers will learn about the posiƟve impact they can have on their child’s mental health 
and wellbeing, whilst also ensuring they indulge in a liƩle self-care. 
  

Here is the link to this topic hƩp://sjhopetoun.catholic.schooltv.me/wellbeing_news/celebraƟng-fathers-day 

A Heartfelt Thank You 
A very big thank you to all of our wonderful families for your continued 
support of our catering efforts over recent weeks. It has been a particular-
ly busy time with funeral catering being so close to Field Days catering.  I 
am definitely proud that our school community can be there to support 
Catholic families during difficult times. The families we have  
catered for have been very appreciative of our efforts.  
My sincere thanks to you all.  

Building Update 
There’s great excitement in the school as the building works are wrapped up this week! Our new 
spaces look absolutely incredible and we all can’t wait to be able to use them. We are so lucky to 
have received funding for these works from the Victorian State Government. We’ve been blessed to 
have amazing tradies working with us to bring the project to fruition. A very big thank you to Jack 
and the team from Onleys Holdings. Jack has been wonderful to work with; his attention to detail 
and understanding of what is practical from a school point of view has made the build very easy.  
 
A massive thank you to our students and staff also. I appreciate how much 
this project has inconvenienced you all but not one person has complained 
(well, maybe a little about the portaloos but that’s understandable!).  
 
It’s certainly been exciting as we’ve watched the development bit by bit. We 
will need to have an official opening at some stage down the track.  
Stay tuned for more information on this! 
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Congratulations to the following students who received awards at assembly last week: 
 

¨ Rahli:: Rahli, you are such a keen and enthusiastic learner! You always take on feedback from your teachers and 
use it to improve your work. You thoughtfully share your ideas and contribute positively to our classroom. 
Most importantly, your happy and caring nature helps create a strong sense of belonging, friendship and joy for 
everyone around you. Thank you for being you!  

¨ Darcy: for being a happy and positive member of our classroom! You consistently follow our class and school 
routines and expectations, and you approach each day with enthusiasm and a wonderful attitude. Your cheerful 
nature and positive energy help make our classroom an enjoyable place for everyone. Keep working hard and 
being the positive role model that you are! 

¨  Madden: for demonstrating cooperation and care towards others. You were a wonderful big buddy during our 
Book Week visit to the Kinder, showing kindness, patience and responsibility. You have worked in a coopera-
tive and creative manner during recess and lunchtime with the blocks. In addition, you have also worked in a 
focused manner during our literacy block this week and have been consistently organised and ready for learn-
ing. Keep up the great work, Madden!  

¨ Ruby: for totally embracing Book Week with your layers of Garfield costumes, accessories and signs- and, of 
course, the very important Garfield- inspired lasagna for lunch! You were also a kind and helpful big buddy 
during our Kinder visit. You have consistently given your best across all areas of learning this week. Keep up the 
fabulous energy, Ruby!    

Playground raffle: Jagger: for setting up cones around the pipe leak after being blown over 
        Ruby: for great coaching of the younger kids when umpiring netball 

Maisie 

What is something you are 
good at? Feeding my rabbits 

What do you enjoy doing 
outside of school? I like 
playing under the trees 

What helps you feel included?  
Friends 

If school had a new club, or 
activity, what should it be? A 
drawing club 

What advice would you give a 
new student? You are part of 
our school now 

If you had a message for your 
future self, what would it say?  
Follow your dreams 
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HOUSEKEEPING!! 
 

Student Absence from School 
A reminder that it is a legal requirement for parents to explain absences from school. We do not 
need to know ‘nitty gritty’ details, simply sickness, doctor’s appointment or family reasons will 
suffice. Please remember to log on to PAM to complete the notification or email or phone the 
school prior to 10am on the day of absence. An absence SMS otherwise will be generated. If 
there is a scheduled absence please advise us in advance. Thank you. 
 

Sunscreen 
Sunscreen is provided by the school for our students, however we do encourage the children to 
bring their own sunscreen to school to assist with sun protection.  Students are regularly 
encouraged by teachers to apply sunscreen throughout the day.  
 

Hats 
School hats MUST be worn at all times when students are outdoors, except for extremely windy 
days where hats blow over the fence. School Hats are now $15.00. 
 

Signing out 
Please remember to sign out your child at the office if you need to take them from school during 
the day. This is not only a legal requirement but also an important part of our emergency 
management plan. 
 

P & F dockets 
A reminder that any purchases for P & F from IGA must be put on the P & F account (not school 
account). Dockets then need to be sent to school please. 
 

Pie warmer containers 
A reminder that students can bring lunch to school wrapped in foil or in a foil container to be 
heated in the pie warmer. Pie warmer containers $22.00 for 50 containers. 

Please ensure your child’s pie warmer is clearly marked with their name to avoid confusion 
at lunch time. 

Vision Statement  
St. Joseph’s School is an inclusive community of faith and learning with Christ at its cen-
tre. St Joseph’s School will educate its students to be of service to society in the Catholic 
tradition of love, faith and hope. 
Mission Statement  
As a Christ centred school we celebrate our Catholic beliefs, values, practices and tradi-
tions. 
As an educational institution we: 
· Will support the development of the whole person. 
· Will provide a comprehensive curriculum, which challenges all students in their  

pursuit of success. 
· Will cater for the varied learning styles of our students. 
· Will be a child safe school by providing a physical and online environment that is 

happy, safe and welcoming. 
· Will respect the dignity of the individual and value the participation and  

contribution of all. 
· Will work in partnership with parents, the parish and the wider community. 
· Will encourage our students to make a difference in the local, national and global 

communities in which they live. 

Grounds Roster: September: P Hallam & V Watson 
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